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PREFACE 


J* it was permitted to Antient Chriſtians to 


Addrets Pagan Emperours, and Infidels "to 

Solicite C brit Ceſars tor Indulgence, 
with Succels, 'twere Rude in us, to doubt the 
Iflue of a Diſcourſe of this Stile and Ten- 
dency,with our Superiors, when the Intereſt 
of the Monarth, as well as Miſeries of ſome 
of His Subjefts make it neceſlary. For if we 
conſider the great Numbers that are Dif-" 
-abled in their Livelihoods, and ſome that 
languiſh -to Death by Confinement, and the 
$porlthat 1s _y made of the Eſtates of others 
by Fines, and the laviſh and exceſlive way of 
railing them,for pure Diſentin Matters of Wer- 
ſhip: And on the other hand, how Injariois a 
ſtate of Severity1s to the Intereſt of the Prince, 
” by the Diſcauragement and Poverty of fo great 
a Number of His People; and conſequent- 
ly how much a diſcreet Indul gence would 
contribute to the Trade, Peace and Amity of 
A his 


The PREFACE, 


His Kingdom,-we ſhall be. forc'd to conclude, 
That 1n Prudence as well as Conſcience, Mo- 


deration 1s a deſirable thing. 


It were, doubtleſs, qne offthe mwplt agree-. 
®) 


able things in the World, thae*'Mankiad 


were of One Mind, becauſe the occaſion that 
we ſee is taken at- the Differences. Men. have- . 
about R-/ig7on,.* that. ſhould teach them to- 


afree, make them 10. uneaſie, and unha 

one to another. But the pleaſnre of that 
Harmony is a thing to: be wiſht, rather 
than yet expected, "Tis Fatt we differ, and 
upon a point wherein Unty 1s out of our 
Power :- ſuch as we are, what ſhall we do ? 


Deftroy one another for our. Differences, 


or be moderate, and try a diſcreet Liberty ? 
Men mutt thank themſelves for their Ani- 


a1%/ity, that ſuffer thetr Opinions todeftroy, then 


AfﬀeAions. Let us reflet what 1t was confound- 
ed the firſt Tongue, and. if Dilobedience has 


notdivided Man's Judgment ? yet we donot wer - 


for Mother-Tongne, nor ought we tor Re- 
ligion. Man's Fault has been to ſlight the 
Divine Oract: im his perſuit of Truth, and 
he 13 apt to entitule has own Thoughts to her 
Reputation, Too many things in Religion, 


and. - 
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and thoſe too fine and nice, -made neceſſary. 
to be believed, have preſt ſo hard upon the 
Liberty of Mankind, that Nature heaves 
againſt the Burden. 

We ought in Charity to preſume, that all 
men think they chute the belt way to Hea- 
ven, Eſpecially where the choice is againſt 
the Stream, and draws Lol1s or Diſgrace after- 
it, If they are Miſtaken, they muſt be 
Rectified there where the Miſtake lies, and 
that is in the Underſtanding: And to 
do it Succeſsfully, there muſt: be Light and 
Moderation: God gives one, and it 15 our Duty 
and Wifdom to exerciſe the other. 

Let us then pray to Almighty God, That he 
would enlighten ow Underftandings; And to the 
end we may -obtam our defire, 'let ys be ſare 
to uſe the Light we have, and more will be . 
given us. Let us with it fee if Expedients 
may not be found to unite our {ntereſts, and 
ſy our Afed:ons, 1f not our Faths.' ' How to 
keep the Peace, and Indulge? Diſſerters ſafely, 
ſerves the Government. Amnd to ſee clear, we 
nut put away the Prejudices of former 
Heats ;- and not cal Wrat by, Zoaly nor Ring, 
Loyalty. 2" 2 0Y 

» ; As 


The PREFACE. 
As thingsnow are, what is beſt tobe done ? 
F take to be the Wiſe Man's Q1eſtion ; - as to- 
contider and anfwer it, wall be his Buſinels. 
Mogeration is a Chriſtian Duty. Let you 
Modera:i ter be known to all Men :: And has-ever 
been the Pruljent Man's Practice. Thote: 
Gopernments that haye uſed it im their Con- 
duct have Succeeded beſt, andthe contrary 
been unhappy. L1.remember,.-it, 15 made in 
Livy the” Wiſdom of the Romans, that they 
relaxed;their hand to the Privernates ; -for by 
making their Conditions eaſie,. they made 
them molt faithful to their Intereſt. And 
it prevailed ſo much with the Petilians, that - 
| would endure any Extremity from 
Hanniba},xather than deſert their Friendſhip, 
eat hat goyerned-them with-ſo much Me- 
deration,. even |then,. when the Romans. di. 
charged- their Fidelity, and; ſent them the 
Diſpaix. of knowing they could not relieve 
them. So did one Att of Humanity overcome 
the Faliſci above Arms: Which confirms that 
noble Saying of Seneca, Mitius imperanti, Melinus 
'paretur, the Mildeſt Condud@t is beſt obeyed : 
A Iruth Celebrated by Grotius 6 Campanella : 


. PraCtiſed, doubtleſs, by. the braveſt Princes. - 
For 
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For Cyrng exceeded when he built the Jews a 
Temple,and himſelf no Jew. Merander Aſto- 
- niſht the Princes of his Train with the pro 
tound Veneration he paid the High Priett of  - 
that. People. And Auguſtus was 1 far from- 
Suppreſling the. 7ewih Worſhip, that he ſent 
Hecatombs to Jeruſalem to encreaſe their Devo-- 
tion.  Meaderation fill'd the Reigns of the moſt 
Renowned 'Cz/ars :. They. were Nerds and” 
Caligulss that loy'd Cruelty then. . | 
But ' that . which mn a+ ſingular: manner 

makes Moderation the King's Intereſt, 1s that 
thoſe penal Laws which vex Diſſenters Jeem 
in themſelves Aatimonarchical; and it 1s there- 
fore leſs. to .be wonder'd.if any of them haye 
been tempted ta be ſo ton. For whereas the 
Prerogative.is. the peculiar Glory of the King; }. - 
That. which. gives.weight, and luſtre to his 
Crown, it,is 1o.ſhar'd by theſe Laws,. to Poor 
and Informers, that the KIN G can but put .in | 
for a third of his own Power : : A Iriumurat- _ '. 
ſhip, or T hree Eſtates of Prerogative King, ** 
Poor and Informers: For tho' the King woul F" 
remit, and the Circumſtanges.of the Perioa” 
deſerve a Pardon, it cali be, without 

.the Conſent of the othey Ayo : which is a 


Wt kind. 


The PREP ACE. 
Kind of an Excluſion from two thirds of his 
Power, and ſo a Diſſolution of that entire 
Prerogative that his Anceſtors had, & 1s his 
undoubted Right in the hike cafes. And as 
fome of theſe Laws injure the Prince, ſo they 
_ deeply aifett the Subj-dt, For People are not 
only tempted-to Inform by Rewards, (to be 
ſure, not the cleaneſt way of Juſtice) but 
the Oaths of ſuch are made the Ewidence to 
Convict ; which 1s Swearmg m therr own Cauſe, 
and to their own prot. But this is not all, M2n 
are Tryd, Caſt and Find, without a Jary., An 
expreſs Contradiftion to one of the moſt 
celebrated Branches, of the Great Charter. 
So that the Intereſt of Prince and People (as 
they ever ſhould) confpire in the Repea/ of 
thoſe Laws that furniſh harſh and unkind 
Folks with the Power of diſturbing their 
Conſcientious Neighbours, and which dif. 
able the Prince to Receive and Redreſs the 
Complaints of ſuch of his Suffering SwbjeFs. 
The Example is to both dangerons, but to'the 
K I NG molt. 
_ If the Church of- England claims the King's 
Promiſe of Protection ; *tis fit the has 1t. But 
her Difſenters cannot forget That of his 
; | C lemency : 
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Clemency: And as they were both great, and 
admirably diſtingwih't, 16 by no means are 
they inconſiſtent or 1mpracticable. 

And if his Juſtice will not let him be 
wanting 1n the One, His wonted greatneſs 
of Mind will hardly let him leave the Other 
tehind him in the Storm, wnpitied and unkelpt. 
Pardon me, We have not to do with an inſen- 
ſible Prince, but one Toucht with our Infirmities.. 
More than any Pody fit tojudge our Cauſe,by 
the fare he once had in it. Who ſhould give 
Liberty of -Conſcience like the Prince that has 
wanted it ? To ſuffer for his own was Great, 
but to deliver other mens, were Glorious It 
isa ſort of paying the Vows of his Adverſity, 
and it cannot therefore be done by any one: 
ele, with 10:much Juſtice and Example. 

Far be 1t from me to1olicite any thing in 
Demanution of the juſt Rights of the Church 
Fd England : Let her reſt protected where 
the is; and it in any thing Miſtaken, let 
God alone perſwade her. I hope, . none will 
be thought to intend her Injury, fer refii- 
fing to underſtand the King's Premiſe toher, in 
a Kin [-nſe to all Others, For it is morally 
impolliile that a Conſcienticus Frince Cott be 


Srilones! 
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pught to have ty'd himſelf to compell 
others to a Commiunion, that himſelf cannot 
tell how to be of,or that any thing can oblige 
him to ſhake the Firmnelſs of thoſe he has 
confirmed by his own Koyal Example. 

Having then fo Illuſtrous an Inſtance of 
Integrity, as the hazard of the loſs of Three 
Crowns for Conſcience. Let it at leaſt, excuſe 
our Conſtancy, and provoke the Friends of the 
Succeſhontto Moderation, that we may none of us 
boſe our Birth-Rights for our Perſpa/ſmn,*8 us 
' Difſenters to live Dutifully, and 1o Peacably under 
our own Vine, and under our own Fig-Tree, 
with Glory to God on High, to the King, Honour, 
and Good Wil] to all M-n. | 


The Publication of the following Diſcowrſe is occaſioned by au 
— com made by a late Author, to al Crowned Heads «24i»/f 

oleration 4nd Liberty of Conſcience, i» hu pretended Anſwer 
ro the Duke of Buckingham 7 ſpall nor Commend it, and 1 
hope, it will need no Excuſe, *'Tis writ with Duty to the King, 
«nd Compaſſion to many of his peaceable People, The aſual 
ObjeEtions 424inſt the Moderation deſired, are ftated and 
anſwered. The Whole recommended to the Reader, 


By his AﬀeCtionate Friend, | 
FT 
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PERSWASIVE 
Moderation, #c. 


# ODERATION, the ' Subje&t of this 
8 ' Diſcourſe, is in plain Engliſh, Liberty 
of Conſcience to Diſlſenters : A Cauſe 
| I have, with'all Humility undertaken 
22s to. plead -againlt the Prejudices, of the 
yr ae Times. 

Tha 


t there 1s ſuch a thing as Conſcience, and the 
Liberty of it, in reference to Faith and Worſhip towards 
God, muſt not be denyed, even by thoſe, that are moſt 
ſcandal'd at the 1 uſe ſome ſeem 'to - have i made of ſuch 
Pretences. But to ſettle the Terms : - By. Conſcience, I 
underſtand the Apprehenſion and Perſwaſiow 4 man has of hi 
Duty to God. By Liberty of Conſcience, 1 mean, A free 
| andopen Profeſſion and Exerciſe of that Duty :: But I alwayes 
premiſe, this Conſcience to keep within the bounds of Mora. 
lity, and that-it' be- neither \Frantick: rior Miſchievowe, but a 
| 1 | ' Good 
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Food Swbjeit, a Good Child; a Good Servant : As exaCt to- 
yield to Ceſar the things tlat are Cefar's, as jealous of: 
with-helding from God. the-thing that is: God's : For he 
that with-holds from Man the thing that” God requires him 
to pay, with-holds it from God, who has his Tribute out - 
of it.. "They do not reject their Prince, Parent or: Maſter, 
but God, whoenjoyns that Duty to them: The difference 
-being only this, They-deny not Ged-his Dye- immediately, 
and tohis-ſace, -but they do it too often+in the Perſon of his - 
Deligate. - Thoſe Pathetick-words of Chriſt will naturally 
enough reach'the caſe, 1» that 18 didit not to thim; ye did it not” 
to me; for Daty toſuch Relations havea'divine Stamp: : And 
divineRight runs threygh more things of the World and Afts 
of our Livesthan we are aware of : And Sacriledge may be 
commitred againft more than the- Church. Ner will a De-- 
dication ito God, of the Robbery from Man, expiate the 
Guiltof Diſobedience: For theugh Zeal eould-turn Gap - 
to Theft,” his Altars would renounce the Sacrifice. 
The Conſcience then [that I ſtate, -and the Liberty T pray, - 
carrying ' ſo:great a Sefvo and: Deference to publick and ' 
-private'Relations, no il] deſign ean-with any Jaftice be fixt 
upon the Author, or RefleQtion upen'the SubjeR, which by 
this time I think I may yenture to-eall a' Toleration. 
Bat:to this ſo much -craved, as well-as needed Toleration, 

Tmeet with'two Obje&tions of weight, theſalving of which 
'will mae way for it in'this Kingdom. And the firſt is'a 
"Disbelief-of! the Poſſibility: of the thing. To/erarion of Di/- 
' ferring Weſbips from thatzfeabliſÞ t,vemet pratticuble (ſay ſome) 
without \danyer iorbe Steve, with which it is interwoves. This 
is Politics]. Theother ObjeQtion is, That admitting Diſſen- 


vers 10be inthe Wrong (which tn alwayes premiſed by theNations! . 


GharchY ſuch Latitnde were the weyto keep wpthe Diſ-union, and 
influadaf compelling them into a better Way, heave Fr gr Fo 
{| | ” ; 


. _ _ unamanl 
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Poſſeſion ara perſuit of their old Errors, This is Religion:, *) 


think Lhave given the ObjeQions fairly, *twill be my next 
buſineſs to an{wer them as fully. | 

The ſtrength of the firſ} ObjeQion againſt this Liberty, 
is the Dexger ſuggeſted to the Stare; the.Reaſon is, the Na- 
tional Form being interwoves with the Frame of the Govern- 
ment. But this ſeems to me only ſaid, and not only (with 
ſubmiſſion) not prov'd, but .not true : :For the eftabliſht 
Religion and Worſhip are no. other ways interwoven with 
the Government, than that the Government makes profeſ- 
fion of them, «ad by divers Laws has made them the Cur- 
rant. Religion, and required all the Members of the State te 


.conform to it. 


This is nothing but what-may as well be done by the Go- 
vernment, for any other-Per{walion, as that. *Tis true, *tis 
.not.calic to.change an eſtabliſh*'t Religicn,. nor is that the 
Queſtion weare upon; but $fate-Rebigions have becrrchang?d 
without the change of the States. We ſee this in the Go- 
vernments of:Germaxy and -Dexmark ugan the -Reformation: 
But more clearly and near our ſelves, inthe caſc of Hexry the 
eighth, Edward the fixth, Queen Maryand Elzabeth; for the 
Monarchy #ogd, the Family remained and ſucceeded under all 
the Revofutions of State-Religion, which could. not have 
been, had the Propoſition been generally true. 

The change of Religion then, does;not neceſſarily change 
the Government, or alter the ate; and if ſo, « fartiors, In- 
dulgence of-Church-Difſenters, does apt neceſſarily hazard n, 
change of the State, where the preſent State-Religion or 
Chureh remains the ſame; for That I premiſe. | 

Some may ſay, That it were mone facile to + 4 from one 
National Religion-t8 «notber, than. to maintain the Monarchy 


| and Church, againſt the Ambition aud, Faidion- of divers 


Fer it 


diſſenting Parties. But this is improbable at lcaft: 
A 2 | 


Were 
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_ were to ſav, That it 1s an eaſter thing to change a whole 
Kingdom, than with the Sovera'g 1 Power, followed with 
Armies, Navies, Judges, Clergy, and all the Conformitts of 
the Kingcom, to ſecurethe Government from the Ambition 
and Fattion of Diſſexrters, as differing m their Intereſts 
within themſelves, as in their Perſwaſions ; an ' -»re they 
united, have neither Power to awe, nor Rewards to allure 
to their Party. They can only be formidable, when headed 
by the Soveraign.. They may ſtop a Gap, or make, by his 
Acceſſion, a Ballance : - Otherwiſe, till *tis- harder- to fghe 
broken and divided Troops, than an entire Body ofan Army, 
it wiil-be always eaſter to maintain the Government under 
a Tolcration of Dfflenters, than ina total change of Religi- 
on, andeven then it ſelf, it has not fail'd to have been preſer- 
ved. But wherherit be more or leſs ealte, is not our point; 
if they are many, the danger is of exaſperating,--not of 
making them eaſie; for the force of our Queſtion 15s, Whe-- 
ther ſuch Indulgence be ſafe to the State ? And here we- 
have the firſt and laſt, the: beſt-and- greateſt Evidence for- 
us, Which is Fart and Expertence, the Journal and Re- - 
ſolves'of Time, and Treafureof the-Sage. 


- For# Firſt, the Tews, that had moſtto-ſay for their Re. - 
ligion, and whoſe Religion was Twin-to their State (both - 
being joyn'd, and ſent-with Wondefts from Heaven) Indalgd 
Strangers'th their Refgious Diffents. 'They requir'd buttehe - 
belief ofthe NVoachical Ptinciples, which were-common to the 
World : - No Idolator, and but a Moral Mar, and he had his - 
Liberty, ay, and ſome Priviledges too, for he had an apart-= 
ment in the Temple, and this withour-danger to the Govern. 
ment. Thus Memeniaes, and others of their own Rabbies, 
and Grotizs out of them: 


The Wiſdom of the Gentiles was very admireable in er 
that 


C'%") 
thit though they had many SeRs of Philoſophers among 
* them, eaci diſſenting from the other in their Principles, as 
well as Dilciritne, and chat not only in Phyfical things, but 
points Merap5yfical, in which ſome of the Fathers were not ' 
free, the School-men deeply exgazed, and our preſent Acca- 
demies but roo much perplext; yet they ind«/ged them.and 
the beſt Livers with lingular Kindneſs: The greateſt States- 
men and Captains often becoming Patrons of the Sets they 
beſt affefted, honouring their Readings with their Preſence 
and Applauſe. So tar were thoſe Ages, which we have made 
as the original of Wiſdom andPolitenels, from thinking To- 
leration an Error of State, or dangerous to the Governinent. 
Thus Platrach, Strabo, Laertius, and others. 
To theſe Inſtances I may add the Latitude of old Rome, 
hat had almoſt as many Deities as Houſes: For Yarro tells 
us of no leſs than thirty Thouſand ſeveral Sacra, or Reli- 
gious Rites among her People, and yet without a Quarrel : 
Unhappy fate of Chr:/?:anity ! the beit of Religions, and yet 
her Profeſſors maintain lefs Charity than Idolators, while it 
ſhould be peculiar to them. I fear, it ſhews us to have but 
little of it at Heart. 
But nearer home, andin our owntime, we ſee the effets +. 
of a diſcreet Indulgence, even too Emulation. Yolland, that 
of the World, neither Sa nor dry Land, now the 
Rival of talleſt- Monarchs; not by Conqueſts, Marriages, 
or acceſſion of Royal Blood, the uſual wayes to Empire, but 
- by-her own ſuperlative Clemency and Laduſtry ; . for the one 
was the effeCt of the other ; She cheriſht her People, what- 
ſoever were their Opiniphs, as the reaſonable ſtock of the 
Country, the Heads and flands of her Trade and Wealth ; 
and making them eaſig iq the main point, their Conſcience, 
ſhe hecame great by then}: This made her fill with People, 
and they fill'd her with Rjches aud Srrengeh, 
And 
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Kone ifitſhoutd be ſaid, She-is upor her Declenſion for all that. 
[ Fx All States. mult ha coding is here Immor tad. 
-Whexzeare the Babyl mian, Perſian and Gzecian Empires ? 
And are--not Lacedemon, Athens, Rome and. Carthage 
gone: before, her * Kingdoms and Common» Wealths have 
their Births and -Gromihs, their Declenſions and Deaths, as 
wellas private;Families:and Perſons: But *tis owing,neither 
to the Armies of, France, nor Navies of England, but her own 
iDameſftick Troubles. 

Deveuty Two fiicks in her Bones yet-: The growing 
Power. of the:Prince. ot Orange, muſt in. ſome degree, be an 
Ebbto that States Strength ; for they ars.not ſo unanimous. 
and vigrous in their Intereſt as farmerly-: But were they ſe- 
cure againſt the danger of their own Ambition and:Jealouſie, 
any body. might enſure their.Glory at fve per. Cent. But 
ſome of their greateſt men apprehending they are 1a their 
Climatterical Funiture, give up.the Ghoft, and care not, if 
they muſt tall, by what hand 1t is. 

thers chuſe.a Stranger, and think one afar off will give 
the beſt Terms, and leaſt annoy them : whileſt a confider- 
able Party have chofen a Domeftick Prince, « Kznto their 
.carly Succeſſes by the fore-Father*s ſide (the Gallantry of his 
Anceſtors) And that his own greatneſs and ſecurity are 
wrapt up 4n theirs, and therefore modeftly hope to find. 
—_ in his Proſperity. But this is a kind of Digreſ- 
greſſion, only before I leave it, I dare venture to add, that if 
the: Prince of Orange changes not the Policies of that State, 
he will got. change her Fortune, and he will mightily add to 
his. own, | | 

But perhaps I ſhall be told, That no body dowbts that Tolet- 
ation « 4» —_— thine to « Common-Wealth, where | 
one thinks he has a ſbare in the Government ; ay, that ran cc 
conſequence of the #ther, and therefore meſt carefully to be avoided 

| by 


&£, 

by all Mowarchicgl States. This indeed were ſh rowdly to the 
purpoſe, in Exglaend, if it were but true. But Idon'tſechow 
there can be ogetrue Reaſon advanc'd in favour of this'Ob. 
\ jeftion: Monarchies, as well as Common:Wealths,” ſubſiſting + 
by the Preſervation of the People under them OO 

Bit, Firft, if this were true, it would follow by the Ru/e 
of Contraries, that a Republick could not fubſiſt with Vnsry' 
and Hierarchy, which is Monarchy in the Church ; butit hacy 4 
from ſuch Monarchy in Church, come to Monerchyin State too. 
But Venice, Genova, Lucca, ſeven of the Cantoxs of Switzerland, 
(and- Rome her ſelf, for ſhe is an Ariffecracy) all undez the 
the loftieſt Hier4rchy in Church, and where is no Toleration; 
ſhow in fa, thar the contrary is-true. | 

But, Secondly, this Objeftion makesa ComfmnonzWealth the 
better Government of the two, and fo overthrows the thing . 
it would eſtabliſh., This is effe&ually done, if I Toy any 
thing, fince a Common-Wealth is &&veby rendred a more 
copious, govern and beneficial Government to Mankind, 
and-is made better to anſwer Contingencies and Emergencies 
of State, becauſe this ſubſiſts either way, but Monarchy not, 
if the Objeftion betrue. - The one prof; ers by U»:oxin Wor- 
ſhip.and Diſcipline, and by To/eyatiorof diſſenting Churehes 
from the National: Theother only by an «niverſal Conformity 
to a National Church: I ſay, this makes Monarchy (in it felf, 
doubtleſs, an admirable Government) /f Powerful, leff Ex- 
texded,: leſs Propitions,” and finally leſs Sfe to the People un- 
der it, than-'a Common-Fealth ; In that zo Security is left to 
Monarchy" under diverſity of Worſhips, which yet no man 
can defend or forbid, but ray often arrive, as it hath in 
Ezgland, more: than five times in the two laſt Ages:* And 
truly 'tis natural for men to chuſe to ſertle -where they may 
be [eſt from the Power and {chief of Tuch Accidenty'of 


State. - l 
Upon' 
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"Upon the whole matter, it is to reflet the /zft M[chief 
upon Mozarchy, the worlt Enemies it has could hope to dil. 
 Zrace orendanger it by ; ſince it is to tell the People under it, 

- that they muſt eicher conform, or be deſtroyed,or to ſave them- 

ſelves,turn Hypzerires,or change the Frame of thz Governinent 

they are under. A perplexity both to Monzrch and People, 
that nothing can be greater but the comfort of knowing the 

_ Objection is Falfe. And that which ought xo makeevery rea- 

- fonable man of this Opinion, is the claud of Witnefles that 

almoſt every Age of Monarchy affords us. 

I will begin with that of Jſrael, the moſt exaCt and ſa- 
cred Patern of Moxarch;, begun by a valiant Man, tranſlated 
to the belt, and improv'd by the wiſelt of Kings, whole 
Miniſters were neither Fools, nor Fanaticks : Here we ſhall 
find Proviſion for D:fenters. Their Profolit; Domiciliz 
were ſo far from ' being compelled to their National 
Rites, that they were expreſly forbid to o5/erve them. 
Such were the Fgyptians that came with them out of Ezypr, 
the Gibeontres and C1namites, a great People, that after their 
ſeveral Forms worſhipt in an apartment of the ſame Temple. 
The Fews with a. Liturgy, they without one : The 7 A 
had Prie/ts, but theſe none : The Jews had variety of Obla- 
tions, theſe People burat O.Ferings only : All that was requi- 
red of them was the Natural Religion of Noh, in which the 
Acknowledgement and Worſhip of the true God, was, as it 
ſtill ought to be, the main point ; nay, ſofar were they from 
coercive Conformity,that they did not ſo much as _ thera 
to obſerve their Sabbath, tho* one of the ten Commandments : 
. Grotius and S-lden ſay more. Certainly this was great Indul- 

gence, ſince ſo unſuitablean Ulage looke like propheninz their 

* Devotion, and a common _ to their National Religion. 
One would think-by this, that their Care lay on the fide of 

preſerving 
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preſerving their Cult from the' 20uch or 47-e/ion of D.Tme's, 
and nor of foreimg them, -by anloing Penalties tro cuntur in, 
mult needs be evident. - For if Gods Ri lig:on arid Moxarc*y 
{for ſo weare taught to believe ir) did nut, and v Ouid nor 
at a time, when Religion lay &/s in the Mind, and wore :n1 
Ceremony, compel Conformity trom D.tlenters, we hope £ 
have got the bit of Preſidents on our fide, 

Bur if this Inftance be of molt Authoriry,we tave anorÞ;er 
very-Exemplary, and-tov-our point .periiment ; for it fly ws 
w hat. Monarchy may do: Ir 1s yielded us from the tan G's 
Story of YPozdecat. Re,with his Fews, were in a bad p'e:zrr 
with the King, Jhaſuerus, by the il] O:FTces H, a a: di 
them ; the Arguments he uſed were drawn from the-coris 
mon Topicks of Faction and ScDLtiL n, 1hat thy mere an 
odd and danzerons People, nnder differing Lars of (heir own, 1nd 
refuſed Obedience to his ; So denying his Supremacy. D.iſen- 
ters with a witneſs ; things molt render to any Government, 

The King thus incenit, commands the Laws io be pur 1n 
Execution and decrees the Ruin of Mordecai with all ihe 
Jews: But the King is timely entreated, -his Heart ſoftens, 
the Decree is revokt, and Mordeca/ and his Friends ſaved. 
The Conſequence was, as extream Joy tothe Jews, fo Peace 
and Bleſſings to the King. And that which heighteus 
the Example, is the Greatneſs and Infidi lity of the - rince : 
had the Inftance been in a Few, it might have been plac'd 
to his greater Light or Piety: In a petty Prince, to the 
Paxcity and Extireneſs of his Territory ; but that an Heather, 
and King of one hundred and feven and tw ent\ Provinces, 
ſhould througtorr his vaſt Dominions, not tear, bur pratti's 
Toleration with good ſuccels, has lomei h:ng imirable 1n1- 

- If we pleaſe toremember the Tranquility, & lucce' of tho'e 
Heathen Roman Emperors, that aliov ed Indulgence ; chat 


4rofes ſent Hecatombe to Jeroen and uh witcit lwnouw- 
v red 


Co) 


red the Jews, and at laſt ſpared the divers Sefts of Chriftans,it - 
will certainly.oblige us to think; that Princes, whoſe Religions . 
are nearer of Kjn, to thoſe of the Diſſenters .of our times, | 


may not-unrealonably hope for.quiet from . a diſcreet Tole. 
ratzon,eſpecially when.there is nothing peculiar inChriftianity 


ro render Princes unſafe in ſuch an Indulgenee. The admi-.. 


rable Prudence of the Emperox Jovignus, in a quite contrary 


:nethod tothoſe of the Reigns of his Predeceſlors, ſetrled the 
moſt Fmd201ted time of the Chiſtian World, «loft to « Mz . 


racle; tor though he found the Hearts of the Arras and Ortho- 
dox carried to a barbaroushejght, (to fay nothing of the No. 


vatioa;,and other dijtenting Intereſts) the Emperor.efteems- . 
ing thoſe Calamities the ctte& of Coercing ws ay = to - 


the Prince's or States Religion ; and that this courſe did not 


only waſte Chriſtrans, but- expoſe Chriftians. to the ſcorn of. 


Heathers, and io ſcandal, thoſe whom they ſhould Converr, 


he reſolutely declared, That he would have none MWoleſted : 


for the arfferent exerciſe of their Religions Worſhip which (and 


that in a tr#« (for he reigned but ſeven Monerhs)calmed the _ 


impeſtous Storms of Diſſention,-. and reduced the Empire, 
(before agitated with the moſt uncharitable Conteſts) to a 
wonderful Serenity and Peace; thus a . kindly Amity, 
brought a Civil Unity to the State ; which endeavours for a 
forc'd Unity, never did to the Church, but had tormeriy fiPd 
the Government with incomparable Miferies, as well as the 


Church with Incharity ; and which. is fad, - I mult needs-ſay, 


that thoſe Leaders.of the Church that ſhoukt have been the Tea. 
chers and Examples of Peace; ia lo fingular a-jpuntture of the 


Chnrches ferments, did, more then any, 6/owthe Trumpet and 


kindled the Fire. of Diviſiox. So dangerous ts it to Super-/ine 

upon the Text, -and then Impoſe it upon Penaky for Faith. 
Ualantinian the Emperor(we are told by. Seoxates Schols- 

Picus) was a great Honoyrer of. thoſe ' that - favoured his. own 


Faith ; 


Ce) 
Faith ; but fo, as be molefied not the Arrians at all. Andi Afr. 


cellinus further adds in his Honour, That he war much Re- 
nown'd for his Moderate Carrizze duriag his ' Reign; inſomuch, 


' that amongſt ſundry Seits of Religion, he troubled no man for 


his Conſcience, impoſing neither this nor that to be oSſerad ; 
much leſs with menacins Edits and Injuntfions, din he comet 
others, his Subjetts, to bow the Neck,oy conform to that which b1n. 
ſelf worſhipped, but. left ſuch Points as clear and untouch'd a; bs 
found them, 
Gtatianus & Theodſius the great, Irdelzed divers forts 
of Chriftians;but the Novations of all the Uiflemters were pre- 
fer'd: which was ſo far from Izſecerizz, ther it prefers the 
Tranquility of the Empire. Nor till the time of Cel-#;jze 
Biſhop of Rome,were the Nowation: dilturbed ; And rhe Per. 
ſecution of them, and the Aſſumption of the /ecs/:z Porer be. 


gan much at the fame time. -But the Nowarions at Conſtan- 
tsnople were not {o dealt withal ; for the Greev Biſhops con- 


tinued to permit them the quiet enjoyment of their diffent- 
ing Aſlemblies; as Socrates tells vs in his fifch and ſeventl; 


:Book of Eccleſiaſtical Story. 


I ſhall deſcend nearer our own times; for notwithſtand- 
ing no Age has been more furiouſly moved, then chat which 
FJovianus found, and therefore the Experiment of 4Tndul- 

ence was xever better made yet to ſpeak more in view of 
this time of day, we find our Contemporaries, of remoter 
Judgments in Religion, under-no manner of difficnlty in 


this point. The.G2and Signioz, great Magnt, Zars of 


Mnſcovia,King of Perſia ; che great Monarchs of, the Eaſt 
have /ong allow'd 4 proſper'd with a Toleration: And who 
does not know that this gave Great Tameriat!t..his mighty 
Vidoricy? In theſls Weſtern Countrics we ſee the fame 
thing. 
Cardinal d' Ollat in "= 92d Letter to YV:froy, Secretary 
2 ' LW - 


| it.) 
ts H 3:3 the fourth of France, gives us. DoAtine-and Ex- 
a,nple {57 the SubicAt.in hand; © Bulides (fays ac) that 


«VN ceth;y his po Liw, be it in whac caſe it will ; our Lord 


«7 {x Criſt :anſtrutts us by his Gyſpl, To let the Tares 
'* alout, left rem? ving. them,. miy endanger the Wheat. That 
© o:her Ciholick rinces have allow?d' it without Rebake, 
*%. [h.ir parcicularly the Dyke of Szvoy, who (as great a, 


&7,:ilot as he would be thoughrfor. che Catholick Religion) - 


*. Foicrates the- Herecicks in three of his Pcownces, gunely, 
«. Ar:roynt, Lucerne and-Peroſe. That the King of Poland 


*.does as inuch, nor only in S veed/and,. but in Polaxd it (elf. 


© Fiat.al! the Princes of.che Arian Family, that are cele- 
«bratcg as Pillars of the Catholice Church, do the like, not 
«only inche Town« of the Empire, but41n their proper Ter- 
*ritories, as in A-/tria it ſe]f, from - whence they take the 
«Name of their Honour, _ In Hungary,. Bohemia, Moravis - 


*Luſatia;Stirria, Camioliaand Croatia the like, That Charles 


«rhe fifth, Father of che King of Spatn,. was the-Perſon that. 


*-taught. the King of France, and ;other Princes, how to. 


*.yicld -te ſuch Emergencies. That his Son, the preſcat- 
* King of Spain, who is eſteemed Arch C:tholick, and that 1s,. 
"as the 4:/z of the Catholic Church, . Tolerates notwirhſtan-, 


* ding;-at this day, in his Kingdomes of. Valentia and G#a-- 
* 224; the, Moors themſelves in their Muhumatiſns:, and has: - 


<.offer'd tothoſe of Z;:land, Hollend, and other Hereticks. 


** of the Low-Countries, . the free Exerciſe of their ' pretended- 
* Religion, . ſo that they will but. acknowledg?-and Ovep 


«© him in-Cibil Matters, It was of thoſe Letters of this, 
extraordinary Man, for ſo he. was (whether we regard him 
in his Eccleſiaſtical Dignity or his greater Chriſtianand Civil. 
Prudence) . hat. the great Lord Fultland ſaid, A Minifter of 
Ste [5414 no ware be' without Cardinal d? Olat's Letters, than 


4 P-/on. without his Bible. - And indeed; if we look into}. 


Frans 


* 
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Eraxze, we ſta'l Cad the Indakene of. tot Proteſtants, 
ha.h beena flouriſhing to that K/nzdom, as their Arms 2. 
Succoyr to their Kixg., "Tis true, that ſince they help'c the 
Miniſters .of his Greatneſs to Succeſs. that haughty Mo- 
narch has changed his Meaſures, and reſolves their Con- 
focmity to his own Religion, or. their. Ruin; but 'no man 
can give aaother Reaſon for it, than that he thinks it for 
his turn to pleaſe. that. part of his own Church, which are 
the preſent. neceſſary and unwearied Inſtruments: of his ab- 
ſolute Glory.  Burtlet us ſee the end of this-Condu&t, it will 
require more time to approvethe Experiment, 
As it. was the Royal Saying of. Sttphr2n, Kzzg of Poland, 
hat he was a Kz#zz of Wen; and not of Conſcience; 4 
Com nander of BIMeS, - 4:4 nt of SyWuls, So. we fee a 
Tolration Iias been prattiſed in that Country of a long time, 
with no ill Succels,co the . State ;. the Lities of Cracovis, Ret 
covis, and .many other Towns of Note, almoſt wholly 
d:T-n:ing from the common Religion | of the Kingdom, 
which is Romaz Catholick, as the others are So:inien and ' 
C:lvinijt, the moſt oppoſite to that, as well as tothemſelves. 
The 81ng of D21mark, in his large Town of Alrons, but: 
about a M.le from Hiz5rough, and thereforecalled fo, that 
15, AT to-near,1s a pregnant proof of our point. Forthough 
Itts Seat be fo remote. from that place, and another ſtrong 
and inſiauating S:ate fo near, yet ufder his Iadulgence 'of 
d.v:rs Perſwattons, . they enjoy that Peace, andhe that Secs-' 
rity, that he 1s not- upon better Ferms in any of his more*. 
Inm:diate and Vniform Dominions. TI leave it-ro the think- 
ing teader, if- it be not mach owing -to this' Freedom, 
ard that a contrary courſe were not "the-way for him tor 
furniſh his Neighbours with means to Depopnlate that place,. 
oz-make ir uneaſie and chargeable to him to keep ?” 
It.we Jook*. into other parts of Germany, where.- 
we .: 
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we find a:Sc04t and Warslike P255Je, figcee for the thin” 
they opine, or b{lieve, we {kill find the Prince Pa'tattiio of 
the R5ine, fate, and more paceac by his In4s/2rnre, witiie!s 
his Imp:rovemears at Mhiz:: And as (cheve in2j7 he 2:t7 
the Pciace to his People in other things, fo in this) co 1's 
Empire ; for hehas made bold with the Conltirution oi it, 
in the: Latitude he gives. his Subjetts in this Atair, 

* The Dak-ot Byadceuburg is himfelf aCa/var;F,lis People 
moltiy L1:hzrain, yet in part of his Daminions, the Roman. 
Catholicks enjoy their Churches quietly, 

The Dake of N2wurg,and a ſtrict Roman Catholick, Bro- 
ther-in-Law to the preſent Emperor, in his Province of Ju- 
hers, has, not only at Dewsburg, Mulheim, and other places, 
but in Desſe/dorp it ſelf, where the Court reſides, Lntherain, 
and Calvaniſt, as well as Roman Catholick \fſemblies. 

* The Duke of Sarony, by Religion a Lutherain, in his 
City of Brudi/iz, has both Lutherains and Roman Citholicks in 
the ſame Church, parted only by a Grate. 

In Auſburg, they have two chief Magiſtrates, as their 
Duumvirat, one mult alwayes be a Roman Catholick, and the 
other a Lutherain. 

The Biſhop of Dſnabrug is himſelf a Latherain, and in 
the Town. of his Title, the Roman Catholicks, as well as 
Latherains, have their-Churches ; and which is more, the 
next Biſhop muſt be a Cathotick too ; for like the Buckets in 
the Well, they take turns, one way to be ſure, ſo that one 
be but.in the Right. © * : 

' From hence we will go to Hult3bach,a ſmall Territory, 
but has a great Prince, I mean, in his awn extraordinary 
Qualities ; foramong other things we ſhall find him att the 
Moderator among his People, By Profeſſion he is a Rom1z 
Catholick, but has Simnltezeum Religionts Exercitium, not 
only Latherains and Roman Catholicks enjoy their diferent 
| | Worſhips 
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Worſhips, but altern4tively in one and the ſame place, the 
- fame day ; foballancing . his-AﬀeRion by his Wiſdom, that 
there appears neither Partiality in him, nor Envy in them, 
though of ſuch oppoſite Perſwaſions. 

I will end theſe forregin Inſtances. with a Prince and Bi- 
ſhop, all in one, and he a Roman Catholick too, and that is 
the Biſhop of M:n'z; who admits,. with a yery Peaccable 
tuccels, ſuch. Lutherains with his Catholicks, to enjoy their 
Churches,as live in his Town of Erfozd. Thus does Practice 
tells us, that neither Monarchy nor Fberarehy are 10 _ 
from a Toleration. Onthe contrary, the Laws of the Em 
pre, whichare the Ats of the Emperor, and the Soveraigy 
Prixces of it,, have tolerated theſe three Religious Perſwa- 
ſions, viz. the Romm-Catholick, Lutherain and Catuaniſt, 
and they may as well tolerate three more, for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, and with the ſame Succeſs. For it is not their greater 
nearerneſs or. conliſtency in Do&rine, or in Worſhip ; Oa 
the contrary, they differ muck, and by that, and other Cir- 
cumſtances, are ſometimes-engaged in great Controverlies, 
yet is a Toleratioz praCticable, & the way of Peace with them. 

And which is cloſeſt to our point at hoe it ſelf, we ſee 
that a Tol:ration of the Jews, French and Dutch Churthes 
in Exg/and,-barh Diſſenters from the Nations! Way : And the 
Connivance that has been in Jreland ; And the down-right 
Toleration in moſt of his Majeſties Plantations abroad, proves 
the Aſertion, Thet Toleration is not dangerons to Monarchy. 
For Experience tellsus, where it is in any degree admitted 
the King's Afirs proſper moſt; People, Wealth and Strength 
being ſure to follow ſuch Tadulgence.. | 

Bur aſter all that I have ſaid in Reaſon and Fa, why To- 
leration is ſafe to Mozarchy, Story. tells us: that: worſe.things 
have befallen: Princes in'Countries under. E-«leſanſtical Union, 
than.in places under.divided forms of. Worſhip ; and $6, to'e- 

| xating 
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-rating Countries tart to the Prince, more thin mam epi 
terfas with ' conforming ones. Anl where Princes have 
been expoſed to hardihip in rolerating Countries, they have 
as. often co:mz from the Canforming, as N n-oonformin's 
party; and ſo the D/ſſenter is u50a equal terins,co the Prince 
or State, with the Conform ft. 

* "The firſt 4s evident in the Fews, underithe conduct of 

 Mhofes; their Diſſention came from the men of their own 

Tribes, ſuch as Coxzgh Duan and Ibiram, with their 
rtakers. To ſay nothing of the G-xriles, * 

" The Miſeries and Slaughters Ot Mauririzs the E nperor 

proves. my point, who by the greate!t Church-m2n ot his 

time was withſtood, and his Servant that perpetrated che 

* 'Wickedneſs by them, ſubſtituted in his room, becauſe more 
officious to their Grandure. What power bur that of the 
Church; dethron'd-Ch:/4rek King of France, and (et Pippin 
in his place? 'The' miſegies of the Emperors, Hexry the 
fourth and fifth, Farther and Son, from their rebellious Sub- 
jets, raiſed and animated by the power of Conformmits; de. 
throning both, as much as they could, are notorious. *T' s 
as plain that Sigiſmond King of Sweed/and, was rejected by 

that Lutherasx Country, becauſe he was a Roman:Catholich, 
If we. come nearer home,whichis moſt ſuitable ro the Rea 
ſons of the d:/courſe,we fin the Chnrch-men take part with 
William Rufus, and Henry the firit again{t Robert their elder 
Brother ; and after that, we ſee ſomeof the greateſt of them 
make Head againſt their King, namely Anſelm, Arch-Bithop 
* of Canterbury, and his party, as did his Succeſſor Thomas of 
Becket to the ſecond Hemry, Stephen Uſurpt the Crown 
when there was a Church Union : And King John lived miſe. 
rable for all that, and at laft dyed by 6xe of his own R-liginn 
too. The Diſlentions that agitated. the Reign of his Son 
Hepry the third, and the Barrons War, with Biſhop Groſtreds 
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Blefling to Mumford their General. The ſition and 
Murthey of the ſecond Edward, & Richard, & (ixth Beury, 
and his Son the Prince. -The-U/arpation of Richardthe third, 
.and the Murther of the Sons of Edward the fourth, in the 
'Tower of London. The civil War that followed between 
.him and the Ear! of Richmond, afterwards our wiſe Denry 
the ſeventh were all perpetrated in a Country of exe iRe- 
ligion, and by the Hands of Coxformiſts. In ſhort, if we 
will but look uponthe civil War, that ſo long raged ia this 
I berween the Houſes of Tork and Lexeafer, 2nd 
conlider that they profeſſed but one and the ſame Religion, 
and both back*t with numbers of Church-men too(to ſay no- 
thing of the Miſerable .end-of many. of our Kings princely 
Anceſtors in Scotland, eſpecially the firft and third Faxes) 
will find cauſe to ſay, Ther Church-Uniformity i not'a Secu- 
rity for Princes to depend upon. ; 

If we will look next into Countries where Diſſexters from 
the National Church are tolerated, we ſhall-fnd the Cox- 
formiſt nor leſs Culpable than the Diſſenter. * 

TheD/ſordersamong the Jews afier they were ſettled in 
the 'Land that 'God had given them, came not from thoſe 
they tolerated, but hambhves They caſt off Samuel, :and 
the Government of the Judges, Twas the Children of the 
National Church, that fell in with the Ambition of b/olopw, 
and animated the Rebellion againſt his Father David. 
They were the ſame that .revolted from Solomon's Son, and 
cryed in behalf of Jerobozwm, To your Tents, O Tſracl ! 

Not-two Agesago, the Church of France, too generally 
fell in with the Family of Guiſe, againſt their lawful Sove- 
raign, Yenry the fourth : Nor were they without Counte- 
nance of the greateſt of their Belief, who ſtiled it an'holy 
War; atthat time, fearing (not without cauſe) "the De- 
Fettion of thatKingdom from the Roman See. In' this con- 

| C -__ juncture 


% 


(18). 


junfture, the Drſſenters made up the deft part of that & = 81 


Armies, and by their Loyalty and Blood, : preſerved. ri 
Blood Royal of France, and ſet the Crown on the Head of 
that Prince.. Thar King was: twice aflinated, . and thela/t 
time murdered, as was Hezry the third, his Predeceſſor ; but 
they fell, one by the hand af a Church-man, the other, at lealt 
by a Conformift, 

*Tis truefhat the next civ:/H/arwas between the Catholicks 
and the Hagenors;' under the.conduCt of Cardiual Richlien, 
and the Puke of KRoan:. - But as I* will not juſtifie the 
Action; ſo their Liberties and Cautions {0 ſolemaly lettled by 
Elenry the fourth, as the reward of their fingular Merit, . be- 
ing by: the Miniſtry of that Cardiza/invaded,. they ſay, they 
did. but defend their own, and. that rather againſt the Gar- 
dinal;. than the King; whoſe ſoftneſs ſuffered him to be-- 
come a -propefty to the great Wiz and Ambition of that Per- 
fon :- And there is this: Reaſon to believe. them, - that if it 
had been otherwiſe, , we'are ſure that 'Kzng Chartes the firſt 
would not inthe leait have countenanced their Quarrel.. 

However, the. Cardinal, like himſelf, wiſely knew when: 
to ſtop: For though he thought it the Intereſt of the Crown, - 
to moderate their- greatneſs: and check their growth; yet 
having freſhin Memory the Story of the fore-going Age,he 
ſaw, *twaswiſe to-hawe 4 Ballance occaſion. - But this was 
more.then recompenc'd in their firſt Adheſion to the. Crown - 
of France, under the Miniſtry. and Dire&ion-' of the. 
ſacceeding_ Cardinal, when their -Porſwaſion had not only 
Number,and many-good Officers to value it ſelf upon, bur 
yielded their K/zg, the ableſt- Captain of the Age, namely, 
Turene :: It was an Hugenor then, at the Head of: almoſt 
an Hugexot Army, that fell in with-a Cardina/ himſelf, (ſeg 
the- Union,. Intereſt - makes) : to:> maintain © the- Imperial 
Crown-of Fraxce; and that on a Roman-Catholicks head : -Amd 

| together: 
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together with their own Inavleence, that Rel tion, as National 
£00, againſt the pretences of a.Romw-Carholick Army, head- 
ed by a Prince, brave and learned-of the ſame Religion. 
I mention not this, to prefer one party to another ; for 
contrary Inſtances may be given elſewhere, as Intereſts 
have varied. :-In Sweedland a Prince was rejected by 
P2oteſtants ; 'and in' England and Holland, and many of 
the Prizcipalities of Germany, Boman-Catholicks have 
approv'd themſelves Loyal to their Kings, Princes and 
States: But this ſurhices to us, that we gain the'Point; for 
it is evident in Countries where Diſſezters are tolerated, the 
Juſceurity of the Prince and ;Government, :#4y 5 well come 
from the Conformivg, #5 Diſſenting Party, and that it comes 
not from Diſſenters, becauſe ſuch. 

But how happy and admirable was this-civil Union be- 
tween the Cardinal .and Turene? .two molt oppoſite, 
|Religions, both followed by People of their own Perſia, 
{ion-; One ſays his. Maſs, 'tother his Dire&ory, both invoke 
one Deity, by ſeveral wayes, for one ſucceſs, and it followed 
with Glory, anda Peae to this Day, © why sheuld it bs 
otherwiſe now ! what has been, may.be : Methinks;W:/dom 
and.Cheriy are on that ſide (till, vs | 

It will doubtleſs be objeQted, that the Diſſenting Party of 
England, fell in with the Srate Diſſexzer in our late:C:wit, 
but Unnatural War: + And this ſeems to be againſt us, yet 
three things muſt be confeſſed ; Firſt, That the War rather 
made the Difſenters, than the Diſſenters made the War : Se- 
condly, that thoſe that were then in being, were not-tole- 
rated as in Fraxce, but proſecuted : And lattly, that they did 
nat lead, but folow grext Numbers of Charch-goers, of all 
Qualities in that unhappy Controverlie, which began upon 
other. Topicks than Liberty for Chyrch - Diſſenters. And 
though they werg ater blameable, Reaſon is Reaſon, = 
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$ + We 

af Climates- and Latitudes.. This does not affeft the Que-- 
ſtion -- Sveh Calamities are- no weceſſary Conſequences of 
Church-diſſent; becauſe.they would. then tollow in all places- 
where. Diſſenters are rokerated; which weſee- they do not :' 
but theſe may ſometimes indeed be the effets of a wiotent 
endeavour of Uniformity; and that under «ll Forms of Gover- 
ment, as. l. fear they were partly here under our Monarchy; 
But then: this teaches-us-to conclude,, that a Toleration of 
theſs,. that a contrary courſo. makes xeaffe and deſperate, 
__—_— or Cure IateftineTroubles ; as Anne forty eight, it 
ended the Strife;and ſettled the. Peace of Germany. For *tisnot 
now the queſtion, how far men may be provok'd, or ought 
to reſent it ; but mhethers Government is- ſafe in-a Toleration, 
eſpecially Monarchy. And to this Iſſue we are come i 
Realon and FaCt, That "tis ſafe, and that Conformiſfts (gene- 
rally, ſpeaking) | have fer their Intereſts, as rarely known 
* their Duty to: their Prince, as Difſenters for their Conſci- 
ences:. So that the danger ſeems to lie on the fide. of forcing 
Uniformity againſt Faith, upon {evere Penalties, rather than 
of a diſcreet Toleration;.. ; 

In the next place, I ſhall endeavour to shew the Prudence 
and Re«ſonableneſs of a Toleration by the great Benefits that- 
follow it: - | | . 

Toleration, which is: an Admiflion of difſenting Wor-- 
ſhips;. with Impunity to the Dsſſexters, ſecures Property, 
which :is Civil Right, . and That eminently the Line 42d 
Paver of the Ponarthy : For if no man ſuffer in his Civ:/ 
Rzgbt for the ſake of ſuch Diſſent, the point of Sucreſſion is 
{tttled without a Civil War, or a Recantation ; Since it were 
anabſurd.thing to imagin; that a-Man bornto five Pounds 
a: Year,. Should ngt- be liable to forfeit! bis+ Inheritance 
for'Non-conformity; and yet a Prince of the Blood; and an Heir 
10 the” Imperial Crows, . ſhould be made incapable of his Inhiri- 

ganee:for-Church-diſſent- - he: 
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 TheSeevrity-then of P2operty,or Civil Right,from being” 
forfeitable for Religious cliflent, becomes a. ſecurity to the 
Royal. Family, againit the Difficulties lately labour'd under 
in the buſineſs of the Succeſſion. And though I have no 
Commiſſion for it, +--fides the great Reaſon and Equity 
of the thing itſelf, 1 dare ſay, there can hardly be a D#/- 
ſenter at this time of day- ſo word- of Senſe and Juſtice, as 
well-as Duty-and Loyalty, as not to be of the ſame mind. 
Elſe-it were to deny that to the Prince, which he needs, 
and-prays from him. Let us not forget the Story of Higiſ- 
mund of Szeealand, of- Yenry the fourth of France, and 
eſpecially of our own Queen Mary.- "Had Property been 
fix't, the Line of thole Royal Families could not bave met 
with any let or Interruption. - "Twas this Conſideration that 
prevaild with Judge Hales, though a ftrong Proteffant after 
King Edward's Death, to give his Opinion tor Queen Mary's 
ſuccefſion; againft that of all the-reft of the Judges to the 
contrary : Which noble Prefidenr; : was recompenc'd in the 
Loyalty of Arch-B:ſbop-Beath, - a Roman-Catholick, in fas 
vour of the Succeſſion 'of Queen Elizaberh;;- and the ſame 
, thing would be'done again, 1n the- like caſe, by men of the 
ſame Integrity. - +. | > Rg 
I know it may be ſaid, That there is little Reaſon now for the 
Prince to regard this Argument in favour of Diſſenters, when 
it was fo-little heeded in the caſe of the Preſumtive Heir 70 
the Crown.- But as this was the Aft and Heat of Conform- 
ing:men within Doors, fo if it were in Counſel or Deſire, 
the Folly and Injuſtice of any Diſſenters without Doors, . 
ſhall 'many entire Parties pay the Reckoning. of the few 
buſie Offendors ?” They would humbly hope; that the fingu- 
lar Mildnels* and Clemency, which make up ſo great apart 
of his Majeſties'publick Aſſurances, will notikave-him.in- 
his-RefleCtion here, - | ' 
Jis- 


(22) 

-9Tis the Mercies of Princes, that above all their Works, 
give them the neareſt Reſemblance to Divinity in their Ad- 
. miniſtration. Beſides, it is their Glory to meaſure their 

AGions by the Reaſon and Conſeqtence of things, and not 
* by the-Paffions that poſſes and annimate private Breaſls : 
-For it were fatal to the Intereſt of a Prince, that the Foly 
. or Vnautifulneff of any of his SubjeAXs, ſhould put him out 
of the way, or tempt him to be «»ftcady to hisPrinciple a'1d 
Intereſt: And yet, with ſubmiſſion, I muſt fay, -it would 
be the Conſequence of Coertion : For by expolſing Properry 
for Opinion, the Prjnce expoſes the Con{ciences and Prope 
of his own Family to the Church, -and 4:;/arms them of al 
Defence, upon any alteration of Judgment. *Let us re- 
member that ſeveral of the ſame Parliament-men, who at 
-firft ſacrificed civil Rights for Non-conformity 1n common 

Diſſenters, fell at laſt to make the Succefſion of the Crown 
the Price of D'ſſent in the next Heir of the Royal Blood. So 
dangerous a thing it is to hazard Property to ſerve a turn 
for any Party, or ſuffer :fuch Examples in the caſe of che 
, meaneſt Perſon m a Kingdom, — | 

Nor is:this all the benefit that attends the Crows, by the 
preſervation of. Civil Rights ; for the Power of the Monaprby 
3s kept mere entire by it, The King has the benefit of his 
Whole People, and the Reafon of their Sxfery 1s owing to 
their Crw/, and not Ecclefiaſtical Obedience : Fheir Loyalty 
.zo Ceſar, and nor Conformity to the Church; Whereas the 
other Opinion would have it, that no Copformity to the 
Church, zo Property in the State.: Which is to .clog and 
narrow the civit Power ; for at this rate, Mo Church-Map, 

NoEngliſh-man, and zo Coxformi/, no Snbject, A way 
to Aliey the King's People, and praQtiſe an Eccinfion upon 
him, from, jt may be, a fourth part' of his Dominions. 
Thus it may happen that the ableft States-man; the braveft 

| Captain, 


Captain, . andthe beſt Citizen. may be difabled, -and the” 
Prince forbid their Imployment to his Service: 
_  Some- Inftances of this we have-had ſince his late Maje- 
ſties: Reſtoration ; For upon the firſt Dutch - Way, Sir 
William Penn being commanded to give in a Lilt of the 
ableſt Sez-Officers in- the Kingdom, to ſerve in that Expe- 
dition:- I'do very well remember he preſeared- our preſcat 
King with a Catalogue of: the knowingeſt and braveſt 
Officers the Age had bred; with this: ſubſcrib'd, Theſe me, 
if his Majeſty will pleaſe to admit of their Perſwaſions, TI will 
anſwer for their Skill, Conrage and Inttgrity. He pickt them 
by their- Ability, not- their Opinions ; and: he-was 11 the 
right ;: for that was the beſt way of doing the King's 
buſineſs... And of my own knowledge, Conformity robb'd- 
the King at that time of Ten men; whoſe greater Know- 
ledge-and Valour, than ſome one ten of that Fleet, had in" 
their zoom, been able to have ſaved a-Batrel, or perfetted a 
Victory. - I: will name three of them. - 'The fir{t- was Old 
Vice-Admiral -Gecdfon ; - than whom, no body wasmmore* 
Stout, or'a Sea-man.- Theſecond, Captain Bill, that in” 
the Saphire beat Admiral Everſon, hand to hand, thatrames *« 
to the Relief of old Trap.” The third was Captain Potter, 
that in the conſtant Warwick, rook Captain Beach, _— 
hours ſmart Diſpute, And as evident it is, that if a Way 
had proceeded between this Kingom and France, ſeven years 
ago, the bufineſs of Conformity had deprived the King of 
many Land-Oflicers, whoſe ſhare in the late Wars of Eirope, 
had made knowing and able. 
But which is worſt of all, ſuch are not ſafe, with their 
diſſent, under their own extraordinary Prince. For though : 
a-man were a great Hon wrer of his Prince,” 2 Lovey of his ' 
Country, an Adwirer of the Government : 'In the courſe of 
khis-Life, ſober, wiſe, induſtrous anduſcful;” if vR—_ | 
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from the eſtabliſh'c Form of Worſhip, in that condition 
there is no Liberty for his Perſon, nor Secsrity to his Eſtate ; 
As V/eleff tothe Publick, ſd Rvix'd in himſelf. For this Net 
catches the beſt: Men true to their Conſcience, and who 

indulged, are moſt like to be ſÞ to their Prince : whilſt the 
reſt are left to Couſex him by their change ; for that is the, 
unhappy end of forced Conformity in the poor ſpirited 
Compliers. And this mutt always be the conſequence of ne- 
ceflitating the Prince to put more 4d oth:r Teſts upon his 

People, than arerequiſit to ſecure him of their Loyalty. 

And when we ſhall be ſo happy in our meaſures as to con- 
fider this Miſchief to the Monarchy, it is £0 be hop'd, it will 
bs thought expedient to diſ-intangle Property from Opinion, 
and cut the untoward Knot, ſome men have tyed, that hath 
4o long hamper'd and gaul'd the Prince as well as People. 
It will be then, whencivil Puniſhments ſhall no more follow 
Charch faults,that thecivil Tenure will be recaver'd to the 

. :Goverament and the Natures of Ats, Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, {o diſtinguiſh't, as Loyalty ſhall be the fafety of 
Diſlent, and the whole People made »/eful to the Go- 

BWermnent. 

- {It will, perhaps, be objeted, That Diſſenters can haraly 
4 @obliged to be true to the Crown, and [o the Crown unſafe in 
whyir very Services; for they mey eafily turn the Power given 
ahem to ſerve it, againſt it, to greaten themſelves. Tam wil- 
ling to obviate every thing, that may with any pretence be 
offer'd againſt our entreated Tndu/gence. T ſay, No, and 
appeal to the Kzng himlelf, (againſt whom the Prejudices of 

_ .our late Times ran higheſt, and therefore has moſt reaſon 
to reſent) If he wasever better lov'd or fery'd, than by the 
Old Roundheaded Sea-men, the Earl of Sandwich, Sir William 4 
Penn, Sir F. Lawſon, Sir G, Aſcue, Sir R. Stainer, Sir Jer. $ 
Smith, Sir J. Jordan, S.r J. Harmon, Sir Chriſ. Minns, 6 

| Captain 
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© Captain Savſum, Cuttins; Clerk,* Robinſon, "Molton, Wager, 
Term, Parker, Haward, : Hubbard, -Fen, © Langhora, Dovs, 
' Earl, :White ; ' to ſay nothing of many yer living,-of real 
Merit, and many inferior Otheers,: expert and brave * And 
to.do our Prixce. Juſtice, her az/erv'd it from them, by his 

ad affetion 


 Humility,. Plainnezfs and Courage, andthe carean 
that he always4ſhew't re. them. ee RES 
 Ifany lay; That moſt-of theſe" men were Conſoamilts 3 - 1 
preſumne+to- tell them, «I -know.as welt aFany man,” they 
| ferv'd the-King' never the berter for that ; on the contrary, 
_ *cwas all the ſtrife thar fome of 'rhem had' in themſelves, it 
the doing that ſervice, '- that. they 'muſt-Hor # ſerve him 
without it ;' and-# -4r that- they .conld have been Indul- 
ged, they had pesfornr'd-'ic; with the” *greateſt Alacrity. 
' Jntereft will not lye. * Where People find cheir Reckoning, 
they are Thre to-be Tye." ,For 'tis want of Wit that makes 
_ any man *faſſe to himfelf, '? I'was he that knew all mens 
© Hearts,. that ſaid;? Where the Treaſure is, there the Heart wili 
\ be a{fo. Let men'be eaſie, ſafe,” and upon their preferment 
with the : rice, and they will.be -Duritul, Loyal, - and 
' moFAﬀe&ionate. 4 be 
Mankind by giature fears Power, and melts at Goodneſs. 
Pardon -my* Zeal, I would not -be thought to plead for 
»Diſſenters-Preternient.; *zis enough they He what they 
have, afd may live at-their own Charges. 'Oaty.:T am 
 for-lizving the Prince have Room for- his .choice, -and not 
' Þe-erampe- and ftinted by Opinion: ; ©, but- imploy thoſe 
who-arc beſt able to ferve him: *And-I- think our of. x 
\Pafties ?ris-berter- picking, than out of-oze of them ; agd 
therefore the Prince's. iatcreit - is ' to +be head of aH of 
them; which a: Toteration eftets ing moment; -ſfince thoſe 
fx (divided Intereſts, within themſelves) having bug or: 
« «604/-Head; become onentire cwilBod, tothe Lraice: Agd 
4D | Fr 


Tam ſure, Thave Monarchyon-my fide, if Solomon 


of the 
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Monarchy, both at Home and Abroed- At Home, for | 


it- would . bchead "the. fatFiong: without Blood, and Banifh the 


—_- 
of vagal ſee the care of the Government - for theis /afery, 
a 


they 


for. their Pretences : - For as They us'd the People to value. 


wt going. abroad: When the-great bgdies 


ve no need of their- Captains, aor Theſe any ground 


themſelves, _ and raiſe. their Fortunes with' the Prize, fo 
the People followed their Leaders to get that caſe, they ſes 
their Heads promis'd, but could not, andthe Government 
can; and does give them. 


Multirudes cannot Plot, they are too'many, and hayenot 


Condudt for it,they moveby another Spring. Safity is the 
etence of their Leaders : If once they fee they enyoy it, they 


ave yet Wit enough not to hazard it for any Bedy : © For 


W:/dom way ftand for-it, whotells us, That the Glory of: 4: 
King is inthe Multitade oft his People. | 

Nor 15 this all,. for- the Confkequences: of ſuch an Uni- 
verial Content would be of infnite moment to the ſecurrry 


the endeavours of buſie-men are then- diſcernable; but a. 


ſtate of Severity gives them a pretence, by which the Mul- - 


titude is eaftly taken. 


This T'fay, upon- a Suppoſition, that the. Diſſenfers | 
could agree againit the Government ; which 1s a begging of - 


the Queſtion ; For it is improbable (if not impoſſible without 


Confermiſts)-fince beſides the Difaxce they are at in their - 


ſwafions and AﬀeCtions, they dare-not hope for fo good 
from one'another,as the Government gives: And that 
Fea, with their Emmulatton,;> would draw> them to that 


Duty, 


that they mult all fall into a Natural dependance, 


wich I call liplding of the Prizce, as the Greer Flead of the 


$2.4tes - 
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From abread, weare as ſaſrasfrom within our ſelves : __ = 


_ — 
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that Neighbour that turns the Scalz. Theſe con 
have on either hand ani! ack, and ſhould rebate Extigams, 
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if leading Men -at home -arc {| their It» 
tereft un the People, . Forrezgeers will find here no Interpre« 
ters of their d/v:d4in2 L1xguage, nor matter (if they could) 
to work upon; tor the Point is gain'd, the People-rhey 
would deal in, are at their eaſe, and cannot be bribed ; and 


..thoſe that would, ean't deſerve it. 


It is this that makes Prenzes live Independent of their Neigh- 


-bours; and #s be lov'd at home, is to be fear'd abroad: One 


follows.nece{farily the other. Where Princes are driven to 
ſeek a forreign Aſſiſtance, the iſſue mult either be the Run 


. of the Prinze, or the abſolute ſubjetion of the Pcople ; not 


without the hazard of hecoming a rovince to tte 9 Suu of 
CqQUencss 


The Greatn2(3.of Frere carries thoſe FThrea!s to all het 


'Neighþours, that, politically ſpeaking, *cs the M-lanchollif 


proſpect Englaud has had to make {ince Eig9ry Eight: The 


\Spanterd at that time,” being ſhorter 1n-a]ll things but ls 
-Pride and Hope, than the Frexch Kyjxg is £9 of tlie ſame 


univerſal Monarchy, This greatneſs, begun by the el:aventh 
Lewis, ſome will have it, has got been {o much advanced 
by the Wiſdom of Richlicu, and Craft ef $Bazarene, no, 
not the Arms Bf the preſent Monarch, as by tue z/if ance or 
connivenc: of £0giand, thathas moſt ro loſe by him. 
Cromwell begun, 2and-geve him the Scale againſt the 


Spaniard. Fhe Reaſon of $care-he went upon, was the 


ſupport of :Jais ufurp'd Dominion: 4gd be was not out ip 
ir; for the Exile of the Royal Famy yas 2 great part of th 
prace of chat Aid-: Jn which we ſe, how much Tatereff pri 


"vals chove Nature, It was RotRo Kindred could {helt. 


a Kang againſt the&2licitations of an V/arpy with the Son 4 
his Pdather's Brother, | | | 
But it will be to!d us by ſome -Pcople:, We hive x 
D 2 degemerat. \ 
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epencyrred,; bat exaftly followd Cie fame Steps ever (ince;.-- 
waich has given-fuch an Inorcaſe to thoſe Beginnings; chars 
ties French Doharchy:is -almolt aboveraur reach.'- Bug ſup-- 
vole it were true, what's the cauſe of it ? Tr has not een ot; 
3rendſhin, or nearneſ$ of Blogd, or N :ighbourkood.s Nor? 
couldit be trom an Inclination in our Viniſters;” to bring: 
things here to a like iſſue; as ſome have.ſuzgeltel; forthen 
we thould have clogg'd his Succelies:; mftead of helping. - 
th>Win any kind MK jnmiloing ſo, we:should have-pur 1g... 
:nto his power to hinder our OWN. .. | 
But perhaps our croſs Accidents :of State may. ſometimes 
have compell'd us.into his Friendſhip, and his Councils have” 
carefully umprov*'d the one, and husbanded - rhe other, to# 
great Advantages ; --and*that this was mere then-.made for 
our Exgliſh Intereſt ; and yet 'tis but too-true, that the ex-: 
treems:Hars of ſome men, . that. moſb inveighed agaijalt ip; . 
went too far. to ſtrengthen. that. underſtanding; - by .nor- 
taking what. would have been granted,” and creating-an ſn-- 
tcreſt./at home ;., that might- naturally have diflolved that 
Correſpondence abroad. - HE 
I love not to-revive things "that are-uncafily remembred,”. 
dnt 1n Points-meſt tender to the late King,ke thought himſelf 
lometimes too eloſely preſt,” and hardly held ;'. and we are: 
all wiſe enough-now toay, a milder ConduQ@had ſucceed-+ 
ed: better; For if reaſonable things may . be: unreaſonably - 
preft;” and- with ſuch private Intentions, as induced a de-- 
gial,” Heats about things-doubtful, uawiſe or unjuſt; muft-: 
needs-harden and prejudice, FA 
Let: us then create an Intereſt for the Prinee.«r Home, and: 
Forreign Friendſhips: (at beft, uneertain anddangerous) will 
fall of courſe ; for-if.it be -allow'd'. to- provare” wen”, ſhall 
it be-forbid,to Princes'only; to know and be sruetotheir 
own, Support'* , - IH 
Stet 1 a a 
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. Ir as no mote than what every Aye makes, us to ſe © 
in all Parties of men. . 'The Parliaments of Enz[zad fine 
tlieRbformation, g7in; => 91ots toRoman I orhohcks, 
have+ forced”: them ro the Crows for ſhelter t-And to indiie 
the Monarchy to yield them the Proteion they have .nceded, 
hayg+wHh migity - Addreſs and Skiil, recommecndenx them- 
ſelves*as the great Friends of the -Prerogative,”, and {6 
ſucceſsfully -roo;, - rh;at it *were-not below the Wildom 6f 
thag Conſtitution to reficet what: they have loft 'by that 
coſtiveneſs of theirs to Cath*Hhcks:* * Oir the other hand, 
the Crawn- :hayyog treated the Dr teffant. Diflenters, 
with the ſeverity of the Laws that aFeQed them, ſulleol 
the® ſharpeit- of their. to- fail upon *theit -Perſons ah 
Eitates,*-they have been drivert ſucceſſively to Parizaments * 
for Succoar, whoſe Privil-dzet, with equalsktiZand Ze, they 
bave. abetted: Ard- our: late unhappy Warsare*too plain 
a proof, how much heir Acceſion gave the Scale againſt | 
the Power and Courage of. both Conformiſts and Catho- - 
licks, that adhered to the Crown, i ets 
Nor muſt this contrary Adhefton, be imputed to Love * 
or Hatred, *.- but. neceſſ=r7"Imtereſt : > Refuſal in one place © 
makes way for Addreſs in another.-* Tf the: Scene be 
changed, the parts muſt follow ;: for as well before as after 
Crowwelſ's Uſurpation; *:the ' Roman Catholicks' did nor 
only promiſe the moſt ready. Obedience to that Govern- 
ment in his Printed Apologies for Liberty of Conference :” But 
aCtually: treated by fome of rheir greateſt Men, with the © - 


'Miniſters of thoſe Times for Ind«/gexce, upon theaſſurances 


they offer dto* give: of their: 9ood Behaviour to the Govern= 


© ment,"-as"then eſtabliſh't.'” On the other had,” we ſee rhe 


P:elbytertans, That in Sccttand began the Mar,"and in 
CUI promoted and nrheld it to Forry Seves,© vhen 
ready to be ſupplanted by *the Independents,” wheel t&the + 

| : King. *. 
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King. Tn $:olodthey Crown him, 8 cone into Enid with 
an Army to reftore him, where their Brethren joyn them ; 
but being defeated, They help,by private Cole#ions,to ſupport 
him abroad , and after ths Overthrow of Sir G. Boorh's At. 
tempt ; to almoſt a Miracle,reftorchim. And which is more, 
' a great part of that Army too, whole /Vitories riſe from the 
Ruiz of the Prince they reſtored. 

But to give the lat Proofs our Age has of the power of 
Intereſt, againſt the Notion oppoſed by this Diſcourſe. - Firſt, 
the Ind:pengants themſelves, held the greateit Republicans of 

_ all. Parties, were the moſt Laviſh and-Superftitous Adorers 
of Monarchy in Oliver Cromwell, bccauſe pf the .regard 
he had to thzm ; allowing him, and kis Son after him,to be 
Cuftos Utrinſq; Tabule, over all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
aSCivil, Supfain Gobernour. And next, the Corform:/ts 
-4n Parliamepr, repeated the moſt, Lozal and Monarchgal men, 
did more than any body queſtion and oppole the late King's 
Declaration of Indntgence; even I hey themlelves .would not 
allow ſo much Prerogative to.the Crown. 

This proves the Power of Iatere#, and that all Perſwafions 
center With it : And when they ſee the Goverment engaging 
them with a fix't Liberty of Conſcience, they myſt for their 
own ſakes ſeek rhe $rpport of it, by which it is maintained. 

This Uzicn, direfted nnder the Prince's Condutt, would 
awe the greatneſs of 'our Neighbours, and ſoon return 
Europe to its antient Billazce, 2rd that into his hand too. 
S» that he mpy bethe great 2-5x%er of the Chriftian Worid., | 
But if tlie./Policy of the Government places the Security of 
its Intc rſt in the D. fruF/prof theeivi/ Trtereft of the D:; er 
Fers, it is not ro be woke] at, if they are leſs found in 
:the praites of its Conduit, than others to whom! they ar, 
:offered upa Sacrifice by it, . | 
 Iknow it will briafinuated, That there ir danger in butt * 

| | y 
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ing 1 the Unien of divers Interefls ; and this wiil Veag 


vategto-the Prixce, by ſuch aswould engrofs his Ha 
intercept his Grace from a- great- part of his People, 4 
wittanly oppoſe to-that meer Saggeſtjon, - thres Examples 
to the-comrary, with this Challange, That zf aitey pum» 
maging' the Records of all Time,' they. find one Jniangs- 
to- contradict me, .T ſhall ſubmir- the - Queſtion: ta: chew 
Authority; 5 
The Rive is given by thoſe Chriffian Entperszs, who 
admitted of all forts of Diffearers into their Armies,” Courts: 
anct- Semeres.. "This, the Ecclelialtical Story of thole Tm 
aflires us, and particularly £50crates , LE bagrlu8, and 
Dnuphrius. | 
The Next Inſtance is that of Prince Wikante range, - 
who by a timely Indz/ence, nnited the {eattered itrengetl: 
of Yolland, and, -all animated by the Chmmensy; as well as - 
Falourof their C aptainz-crown'd his Attempts with an gt : 
traordinary Glory ; and wkat makes, continues Great. 
The left is given us by Livy, in his account of anuihals 
Army ; © That they conliited of divers Nawons, Langsages, » 
& Coftems & As - That under 211 their ſuccelſes of War 
*« and Peace, for Thirteen Tears together, they never mutiniced 
* againft their General, . nor tell our among; thengſelves. 
What L1iby relates for a Wonder, the -Marqueſs Uirgilio 
Malvetzy gives the Reaſon of, to wit, their Variety and 
PiRernce, mell managed by their General ; "for aid hes. * Ir 
< wasimp ofhble for ſo many Nations, Cuſtorvs and Religionrs ' 
* t-combine, efpccrally when the Gerera”s equalhand gave 
« kim more Revercnce with them, than they bad of aftefti- 
© on for one another... This (ſays he} ſomgwhuld* who! 
«;mpute to Yanattat:; but however great he was,. Fattzi- 
< bure it $0-the variety of People in the Army7 For. (ares 
© ke) Heme" wAmy was. cover lels. giverey Muminy, 
M2 _*ywhew-+ 


when ballaficed with Ainliary Legions,then when intire- 
kh. om "Thus mick'is his-Diſcourks upon» Cornebiac 

And they are neither few;-.nor of the weakeſt ſort of men, 
' - thathave-thdught-the-Conpord of D:/cords-rhe firmeſt, Baſis 
for Goverament-to build upon. . The. buſineſs is-ts Voaxe 
_ hen well,” and thatmntt.be b y theskill of -rhe'2 ;fireg8, 

» Int Nature we ſee, all Heat con[um?s, all Cold kills; That 
. Three Degrees of C2d -to two of: Heat, allays the Heat, but 
.- Introducesthe-contrary Quality, and over-coals by a'De- 
- gree; dDilt Bva:Deprees. of Co/d co two of Heat, makes.a. Poize 
. bf Eletmeats; and a Billiz:e in Nature, i And in thoſe Fa- 
 milies where the eveneſt: Hand is carried, the Wark is beſt 
done, andthe:Maſter is.moſt reverenced. 

This baags.me to.another benztit, which accruzs-to the 
MWonarchy.by #Tvlratios; and that is x B1lance af hom: : 
:: For though tbe improbable, itmay To happen, that cir 
. the conforming or non-coafoeming Party may be- : laritul; 
the. one isthen 'a:B!lance to the. othzr. This might hrve 
prevented much Miſchief 'to our ſecond #n14bird 320rp, King 
* Fohn/; che-/ccoud Edward «4 Richard, , 4d anhappy 
Heney the'ſixth, 45-12 undeniably [aved the Rval Family of 
France, «#4'/ecured Yalland, : 4x4 kept it from 'rrackling 
. wander the Spaniſh Inerthy. While all hold of the Govern- 
ment; *ris that which gives th Scale to'the. moſt Datitul ; 
- but till, -no farther than to ſhow Its Power,.-and awe'the 
' diſorderly into-Obedience, -not.to deſtroy the Bullanceleft It 
fhonld afterwards want the means of:'Ower-puizing: Faction. 

- Thatthis 15 more than+Fancy ; pla it 15, 'that the Dy/- 
enter enuft firmly: adhear to the Government tor-his Beixz, 
_ while the-Churrh-may is provided for. The one-Tublafts by 
its Mercy, -rlie other by its Bounty. *This-is ty*d by ;Pienty, 
but that by Nezeſty, ..which ;being the. . Rpt, Tues, / 
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© ftrongeſt of Obligations, the Security is greateſt from lt, 
that it.is fancied moſt unſafe to Tolerate. 
_ But beſides this, the. Tranquility which it gives at, Home, 
- will both oblige thoſe that are upon the Wing for Forrejgs 
. Parts, to-pitch here again; and at a time when our Neigh- 


- bouring Monarch 1s wafting- his People;. excite thoſe Suf. 


ferers .1nto his Majeſties.Kingdoms, whoſe Number will 


- encreaſe that of. his Subjects, and their Labour and Conſump. 


- tion, 'the Trade and Wealth ofhis Dominions. | 
For what are all Coxqueis but of People ? And if the 


{ Government may-by - 75 wi add the Inhabitants of: Tex 


.C'tties rothole of its own, ir obtainsa Viory without charge, 
"The Ancient" Perſecution of 'France and the Low Countries, 
has furniſht us with an invingiblet Inſtance ; ' for of thoſe 
that camekither on that account, we were+#frutted in moſt 
. uſeful ManufaFaries, as by courſes ef rhe like nature, we /ojt 


'-a great part-of-our Woollen Trade. *And-as men, in' times 


ot danger,draw ki theirSteck, and either tranſmit it to other 
. Banks, or bury their.'Talent at. home-for. ſecurity: (that being 
out of fight, it -may be out of reach too (arid eirher-is fatal 
toa Kingdom) So this mildnels.entreated, ſetting every 
mans Heart at rett,. every man will be -at-work, - and. the 
-Stock:of the Kingdom employed ; which, like the Blood, 
that hath its due paſſage, will give Lie aud Yizour to every 
Member in the publick Body. 
And here-give me leave to mention the'Experitment made 
-at Home" by 41s late Majeſty, in his Declaration of 7zdzlgence. 
No matter how well or fll built the-a&t of 'State was, tis no 
part of the buſineſs inhand, but whar ffe& the Liberty of 'i 
*had upon the Peace-and: Wealth of the Kingdom; 'may -have 
:inſtruQton 101t to our preſent Condition. ?F'was evident 
hat all-men Laboured cheerfully, arid Traded boldly, akon 
they. had the Royal oy to keep what they got, and 
Þ + . 'the 
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the X/»e ineſclf becamethesmiverſal Tniurer of Diſemers 
Eflates.# H/b:te-Fall then,. and St. James's, weres as much 
valited and courted by their reſpeQtive Agents, as if they had 
been of the Family : For that which eclipſed the Royal Goods - 
neſs, being by his ova Haixd thus removed, his benigne In- 
fluences drew the returns of Sweetneſs and Duty from rhat 
part of 'his SubjeSts, that the want of thofe- Inflaences had 
made barren before. "Fhen it was that we look' like the 
Members of one Farmly, and Children of one Parent. Nor 
_ did weenvy our eldeſt Brother, Epifſcopacy, his Inheritance, 

ſo that we had but a Child's Portion : For not only D:/cox- 
rents vaniſyt, bat no matter was left for ill Spirits, forreign 
or domeſtick, to brood upon, or hatch to Miſchief, Which 
was a plain proof, that itis the Vzion of Intefeſts;. and not. 
of Opinions, that gives Peace to Kingdoms. 

And with all Deference to Authority, would ſpeak it,the 
Liberty of the Declaration, ſeems to be our Engliſh Amonum-- 
at [calt,: the Sovereign Remedy to our Engliſh-Conſtirution. - 
And tofay true, we ſhifted Luck as ſoon as we had loſt it ; 
like thoſe that looſe' their Royal Gold, rhe;x Evil 'rerturys. 
For all Diſſenters ſeem'd then united in their affeftion to the 
Government, and follow'd their Aﬀairs without fear or di- 

Arraftion. Projects then,- were itale and unmerchantable, 
and.no body cared fer thern, becauſe nobody wanted them : 
That gentle Opiate at the Frigce's hand, laid the moſt buſie 
and:Turbulent to ſleep: : But when the loſs of that Izawl- 
gence made them uncertain, and that uneaſic, their Perſons 
and Eſtates being again expoſed to pay the .Reakoning of 
their Dsſſent, no doubt, but every Party ſhifted then as they 
could : . Moſt grew ſelfiſh,” at leaſt, jealous, fearing one 
ſhould make Bargains apart, or exclufve of the other. . This 
_ was the fatal part Diſſenters afted-'to-their.common Ruig - 

And T take this Fartiality to have had too great aſhare in our 
| | late 
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late:Animoſities ; which, :by. frefh Avcideats talling in, haves 
-{welPd to a mighty Deluge, ſuch an one as tath over- 
- whelmed the former civil Concord and Serenity of the King- 
. dom. And pardon me it I ſay, I cannot ſee that thoſe Waters 
are like to aſſwage, till this O/zve Branch of Indulgeyce be me 
way or other reſtored : The H/zves will {till cover our Ezrth, 
- and a ſpot of Ground will hardly be found in this glorious Ile, 
for a great Number of uſeful People to ſet a quiet foot upon.. 
And to perſue the Allegory; what was that Þrh it ſelf, 647 
che mot apt and lively Emblem of Toleration ? A kind of 
natural Temple of Indulgence. In which, wetind two of every 
living Creature dwelling togerher, of 40th. Sexes roo, .that 
.they might propagare ; and that as well of the wncicen as 
-rlean kind : So that the $«ſer and leſs. uſetul fort were ſaved. 
:Creatures never like to change their Nature; and fo far from 
: being whip'c and puniſh't to the Altar, .that they were ex- 
- prefly forbid. Theſe were 'Saved, *theſe were Fed and .Re- 
Hored to their Antient Paſtur:s. Shall we be ſo mannerly 
as tocomplement the Coxformifts with the ſtile of Clean, and 
--{fo humble as to take the Vxclear kind to our ſelves, who ars 
.the leſs Noble, and :mo eClownith ſort of People ? I think 
verily we may do it, 1t wemay:-bur be ſaved too by the Cam- 
wander of our Engliſh Ark. And this the-Peaceable and Vzr- 
.cro:rs Diſſenter has the lels reaſon to fear, ſince Sacred Text 
cells us, *7'v.ss Vice, and not Opinion that brought the:-Deluge 

, upon the reſt. | And here. (to drop-our Allegory) JI muft 
take kave to hope, tha: though the Declaration be gone, :if 
the reaſon of it remain, I mean,- the Jntereſt of the 
Monarchy, the X27 and His Great Council will graciouſly 
.pleaſc to think a Tolerat;ox, no Nangerous nor Obſolete thing.” 
But as Toleravven has many Arewments for it,that aredrawn 
fromthe Advantages that'have &. would cometo the Publick 
by it, ſo.there are divers M:/chtefs that mutt unavoidably 
| E :2 tollow 
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follow the Perſecution of: Difſenters, that may reaſonably 
- diſſwade from: ſuch Severity.. For they muſt either: be - 
Ruin'd; Fly or-Confoum ; and perhaps the laſt isnor the 
Sefeſt. If they are Rein'd tm their Eftates, andtheir Perſons - 
ap modeſtly computing, a fourth of the Trade -and - 
> Mazifafury of the-Kingdom' frwts; ' and thofe' that have 
help't 'to maintain the Poor, muſt come'npon the Poor's Book 
for Maintenance. . This ſeems to be an Impoveriſbing of the - 
Publick... But if to- avoid this, - they. Tranſport themſelves, 
with their - Eſtates,-into ether Governments;' nay,. though - 
it were to any of his Majeſties Plintations, the Number were 
fat too great+to be ſpar'd': from Home. -. So much Prexcipat - 
Sock wanting to turn the-yearty Traifick, and -ſo many 
People too, to confume our yearly Growth, mult iflue fatally © 
to the» rave one- way, and-on-the Lexds and Rents of the + 
Kingdom the other. way. 
AndLaftly, -Ef they ſhould reſolve, neirherto: ſafer nor » 
#55, but oform to prevent both.” Itis tobeenquired, if this 
Cave of Church-Diviſion be /afe to the £tate;- or not-rather, . 
x raking up Coa/s under Aſhes, for a future Miſthief? ' He 
whom: Fear -or Policy. hath made T7eacherom to his own : 
Canſcience, ought not to-be- held'Frue to any thing but his- - 
own Safety and Revenge. His Conformity gives :him the: - 
firſt, and hiwReſentment. of the. Force- that compels it, will - 
on no-occaſien let him want the-laſt. - So-that Conformity 
6ouzens no body but theGovernment : For the Srare Phanutick 
(which is the'«»/afe thing to the State) . being ebvifter'd by 
Couformity, he- is Elegible every where, with Perſons the 
| moſt devoted to the Prince: And all menwill hold themſelves - 
»protetted in their Votes by it. - | 
A Receipr to: matte” Faftion keep ,” . and preſerve Dif. - 
hojalty againſt all Weathers. - For whereas the nature of Teſts 
is (0:&/cover;. this is: the way to copre/ the Inclinarions of + 


men. -* 
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men from the Goverment. © Plin Diſſent is the Frince'with | 
a Candle-in Hit hand: He ſecs the Where and What of 
Perfons'and Things : - He diſcriminates; and makes rhat a: 
rule of condutt:- tut forc'd Conformity is the Prince "tn the 
amk : © It blows our his Candles, and leaves him with- 
out Diſtinction - © Such 'Subjects are like” Figures ta Sans, 
when Watcr is flap's upen them, they run together,and are 1n- 
di{cernable : Or writtex Sedition,rmace illegible by writing the 
Oaths & Eanonrupon it : Fhe ſafeſ# way of blotting out Dinger, 

And I know not how to forbear ſaying, ghat this zereſſary 
Conforwity nakesthe Churclt daprenonusto the State : For ever 
the Hyporrifpe that follow s,makes the Churelrborh conceal and 
protett the-Hypoerites ; which rogether with their Eiberaltty 
to the 'Parſon,- Charity to the: Pogr, and Hoſpitality to their © 
Neizshbours, recommends them to the tirtÞ tavour they have 


to beftow. That Forr 18 wiſife where's pert of the Garriſon 


confifts' of &/26:/ed Encrmres; tor when they take their turns ” 
at the Wetch, the danger 15 hardly evitable. It wonld there 
certaifily-be forthe ſatety of the Fore,tharſuck Friends inJ4aſ- 
querade were induſtrouſly kept owt, inftead of being whipt in. - 
And it was ſomething of this I remembter:that was made 
an Argument ſor the Veclaretion of Indulgence 'in the Pre- 
amble,to wit, the greater Safety of the Government, from Dpeir 
ad Bublick,' hex private d: Il enting Meetings y har. "as 
indeed rhe reſt bear the like reſemblance. For theſe were the. © 
Topicks; q»:r12gthe People, enconraging Strangers tothihe 
ard live among us, and Trade by it ; aud Taſtly, preventing: 
the Danger that might-erife tothe Government by privete * 
Meetings: Of greater realow then from private men, nor 
leſs dilcontented, - but more concea'ed and fecured by the - 
great Dake? of Church Conformity. . It is this will make a 
Comprehenſion of the next Difſenters to the Churehdangerous, 
tho*it were-practicable, of which {ide (cever it be. - For in an- 
&Age,.--* 


Age, the preſent Government ſhall feel the'Art andInduſtry-of 


. the compreliended. $0 that a/Toleratian is in reaſon of State 


tobe prefer'd. And if the Reaſons of the Declaration were 
ever good, they are ſo-ſtiil, becauſe the Emergenciespt State 


--thatmade them fo, remain ; and our Neighbours are-not leſs 


Dowerful to improve them to our-detriment, 
But it will be.now {aid, Though the Government ſhould find 
#t account in what hy been laſt alledged, this were the wayto over- 


.. throw the Church, and encourage Diſſenters to continue in their 


;Errers. Which is that ſecond main Qbjettian I propolſedat 
firſt; to.aaſyer in its proper place, and that I think this 1s. 

E humbly ſay, if it prove the Intereſt of ghe threeconſider. 
able Church-Interefts in this Kingdom, a Relaxation, at-leaſt, 


..can hardly fail.us. The three Chureh Intereſts ;are, Thataf 
.the Church of England; That of the Roman-Catholick- 


-Difſenter.-; and That of the Proteftant-Dilſſenter. 
That the Charth of Enzland ought in Conſcience and Pruc 
"ence to conſent to the Eale deſired. | | 


'*. :Tpray firſt,*rhat it be conſidered, how great-a refleQion 


it will. be upon. her Hoqour, -that from a Perſecuted, ſhe 
Should turn a Perſecutine Church : An overthrow none of her 
Enemies have becnable to give toher many excetient Apologies. 
Nor will it be excuſed, by -her ſaying, She is 4n the Right, 
which her -Perſecntors were-not-; fince this is a confidence 
not wanting in any of them, or . her Diſſe#ters-; and the 
truth is, it is but the begging of a Queſtion, that will by no 
means be granted. | 
No body ought to know more then Church-mex, that 
Coaſciencecaanot bz fozzed. That Oferings againſt.Cox- 


* ſcience, are as oiiaus to God, as wneafie to them that make 


.them. + That God loves a free Sxrifice. That Chriſt for- 
va4 Fire, though from Heaven (ir ſelf) to puniſh Diſſen- 
rer;; and commanded that the 'Tares ſhould grow with the 

| | Wheat 
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Wheat till ch: Herve, In ne; that we (Mhuld love Entries 
themſelves: And to exclude worldly ſtrife for Religion ; _ 


That * his Ningdo- 1s - wet of this World: This was the 
Doarine of the B/:fſcd Saviour of the Wortd.- + | 
Saint P24 perfucs the ſame+ courſe, Is glad- Chriſt 1s- 
Preached, be it of -Eavy; - the- worſt :ground-for Diſſent - 
that car be. Iefwas he that as)'r that bard, bur juſt 
Queſtion, IH ho a*t thou that judgeſt "another mans Servant ? 
To his own Lord he flandcth or - falleth;- He allows the- 
Church a Warfare, and Weapons to. perform it,- but they 
are--not Carnal, but Spizitual.5 Theretore it.was {o adviſed, - 
that every man in matters of Religion, ſhould be fully perſwa- 
ded in his own mind, and if any were ſhort or miſtaken,, God 
would, in his time, I»form them better, 
He te!ls' us of Sh;/maticks and: Heretichstoo, and their 
niſhment, which is to the pointin hand :*-HedireCts to a 
firſt and econ. Admonition;-and if that prevail net, reef? - 
them > That is, refuſe them Church Fellowſhip, d;/owntheir 
Relation, and deny them Communion:” Burt in alt this there -- 
is-not a Word of Finesor Impriſonments, nor is it an excuſe 
to any Church, that the civ;/ Magiftrate executes the feverity, - 
white they are Members of her Communion, that make and ' 
execute the Laws. os . | 
Bur if che Church could gain her Point, F-mean Conformity,” 
unleſs ſhe eould gain conſent too, *rwere bur Conffraint at 
laſt. - A-Rape upon the Mind, - which may encreaſe her 
Number, zot her Devotion.” On'the contrary, the reſt of 
her Sons are in danger by their Hypocriſie. The moſt cloſe, 
but watchful and Revengeful thing in the World. Beſides, - 
«the Scandal can hardly be removed : 'To over-value Cogn, and + 
Rate Braſs to Silver, teggers any Country ; and to aww them + 
for Sons ſhe'never betat,” debiſes end-deſtropes any Church. -- 
*T were better to-i»dulze forreign Coyn of int#infck —_—_ | 
oy 


il, 

And it 1s rainly the'Jntereft of-both the Exereams.of 
.Diſſexs, that. She, rather than either of them, ſhould hold 
the Scale.” For. as the-Proteftant - Diſſenter cannot hope for 

any Tenderneſs, excluſive of..Rome: Catholicks, but, almoſt 
the ſame Reaſons may be advanced againſt him; ſo gn the 
other hend, :jt would look. imprudent, -aswell as unjuſt, in 

_ the Roman Cagholicks, yo ſokcite any indulgence excluſive of 

_ Proetetant  Diſſente' s. . . For beſides. #hat , this-keeps up |, 
the Animofity, which, it ,is their Intereſt-to bury; The 
. conſequence will be, to take the advantage -of Time, to 
| ſxatch it from one another, when anunited-Requef for; Li- 
| berty, once grented, will oblige. both Parties, n-all times, 
. for Exmaple ſake, to have it equally preſerved. Thus are all 
"Chutch-Interelts of Conformiſts and. Diſſenters, -cendered 
+ 4: _ 
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- confiftent: and-:fafe-*in theirs civil Entereff one! with the 
other. [ of 2:1{0 2 MERA 7, 
«Bur-it will laft of all, doubtleſs, beobjeRted;' Thar rhough © 
it felf;, and in its conſequexce 
beneficial to the Pablick pet the Gouer nmment canuor allow it without. 
| | rlandavhich'it i obliged to wntutain. 
ot affe&-the Queſtion' at all; mnleſs” 
' by maintaing\the of 'Bngtand, it: iSyynderftood that he 
ſhould force whole Parties: to 'be of: HI Communion; or 
knock themrorrthe Head: Let usralbto mind;thattheRelipror 
that is, true, atlows no» man:tordo- Wrong, that Right may: 
- come-of it. --And thar; nothing has'leflen'd *the Credit of 
any*Religion- more :than declining to ſupport it-lelF by.its 
own Charity and Ptety; ' and. taking Sanftuary 'infthe Arms, 
rather thin-the Under ſtandings of men. iolences are ill Pillars 
for. Truth to-refaggon. + The Churelt of Expand mult* be. 
maintain'd :: RM ;-but can't:tharbe:dofne'withoutthe Dz/- 
ſenter be deſtroyed * Invainthenthd Chriſt command Percy 
to put up his Sword, with this-Rebuke; He rhat Hills with the 
Sword, with the Sword ſball be killed; if his Followets are to 
draw it again., - He -maktsdkithng for: Re&dion,” Murde; 
anddeſerving Death: ' Washe' thenrin rhe! right, {[Not-to» 
call Legions-to his afliftance'?- -And aremot his Polldwers of 
theſe tames in therwrong; to {eek touphold rheirReligion 
- byany methods/off Force? 'The' Church .of Engliyd uſt be. 
maintain'd, therefore the-Diſſenrers, that almo{t. hold the. 
ſhme Dore, maſt be-ruined.- :A Conſequence math g1n-* | 
gatural;-as;jt 13.almoft 1mpo(ible. - For? belides-thit; the 
Dredgery ond uinbecome the-civil Magiſtrate;who 15, the 
Inagerof.divineJuſtice.-and Chementy, and rhat it: would 
- faltan-clit Chargtter:of a+ Fai/e-Church, -upon-onethat de. 
« fites-torberbliegmedse'{7nc one; ſhe-puts the Governificnt 
pots Tack that's hard to: ” performed. Kyngs can no whore 
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follow the Perſecution of: Difſenters, that may reaſonably 
- diſſwade from ſuch Severity.. For they mutt either. be - 
Ruin'd, Fly or-Confozm ; and perhaps the laſt isnor the 
Sefeft. If they are Rvix'd in their Eftates, andtheir Perſons - 

Inipriſon'd,, rnodeftly computing, a fourth of the Traxe-and - 
> Mom: faftusy of the-Kingdom ſts; ' and thofe' that have 
help't to maintain the Poor, muſt comernpon the Poor's Book 
for Maintezance. . This ſeems to be an [mpoveriſbing of the - 
Publick... But if to- avoid this, - they. Tra»/port themſelves, 
with their -Eſtates,--into ether Governments;' nay,. thotgh - 
It were to any df. Is Majeſties Plantations, *the Number were 
fat 700 great-to\be ſpar'd from Home. . So much- Prixcipat - 
Jock wanting to turn the-yearly-Traifick, and-ſo -many 
People too, to confume our yearly Growth, mult iflue fatally * 
to the» Frade-one- way, and on-the Lenis and Rents of the 
Kingdom the other. way. 

AndLaſthy, -H they ſhould reſolve, neitherto: ſuffer nor : 
#5; but 6oxform to prevent both." Itis tobeenquired, if this 
Cave of Church-Diviſion be /efe to the £tate;- or not-rather, . 
a raking up Coals under Aſbes, for a future Miſchief? He 
whom: Fear -or Policy. hath made T7eacherom to 'his- own + 
Canſeience, ought not to be held'F7e to any thing but his - 
- own Safety and Revenge.' His Conformity gives :him the 
firſt, and hisReſentment-of the. Force- that compels ir, will - 
on no-occaſien let him want the-Jaſt. - So-that Conformity 
6x2e35 10 body but theGovernment: For the Srare Phanatick 
(which is the'«»/afe thing to the State) . being abriften'd by 
Conformity, he- is Elegible every where, - with Perſons: the 
moſt devoted to'the Prince: And all men will hold themſelves - 
»protetted 1n their Votes by it. .- 

A Receipr to- mate” Fatfion keep ,* . and preſerve Diſ-- - 
bojalt; «gainſt all Weathers. - For whereas the nature of Teſts 
is 0:&/cover;. this is. the way to conceal the Inclinarions of + 


men. -: 
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men from the Goverment. © Plain Diſſent is the Prizce with | 
a Candle-in His hand: He ſees the Where and What of 
Perfons'and Fhings : - He diſcriminates; and makes rhat a: 
rule of condutt :- ut forc'd Conformity is the Prince tn the 
ark : + It: blows our his- Candle, and leaves him with- 
out Diſtinction -* © Such Subjects are like” Figures 7a Sans, 
when Water is flap't upon them; they runtogether,and are in- 
di{cernable : Or writtex Sedition,rmace segibte by writing the 
Oaths & Canonrupon it : Fhe [afeſ# way of blotting out Dimger. 

And I know not ho\v to forbear ſaying, that this -eſſary 
Conforwity nakesthe Churclt daprenons to the State : For even: 
the Hpocrifpe that follows,makes the Churelrborh conceal and 
protett the-Hypoerites; which rogether with their Liberality ' 
to the 'Parfor,- Charity to the Porr, and Hoſpitality to their © 
Neishbours, recommends them to the tirtt tavour they have 
to beftow., That Forr 15 waſafe where's pertiof the Garriſon 
confifts' of &:/g4:;/ed Exemires; tor When they take their turns * 
at the Watch, the danger 1s hardly evitable. It wonld then 
certainly-be forthe ſatety of the Fore,thatſuch Friends inJ4aſ- 
querade were induſtrouſly kept owt, inftead of being whipt in. - 

And it was ſomething of this I remembter'that was made 
an Argument for the Veclaretion of Indulgence in the Pre- 
amble,to wit, the grexer Safety of the Government, from Dpen 
ard Bublick, hex private, d:ſſenting Meetings — 
indeed rhe reſt bear the l:ke reſemblance. For theſe were the. © 
Topicks; 9116:12g the People, enconraging Strangers tothihe * 
ard live among us, and 1rade by it ; and Taftly, preventing: 
the Danger that might-erife rothe Government by privere * 
Meetings; Of greater realow then from private men, nor 
| fs diſcomented, - but more concealed and fecured by the 
great *D2ake of Church Conformity. Ir is this will make a 
Comprehenſion of the next Difſenters to the Churehdangerous, 
tho'it were-pratticable, of which {ide (vever it bey - For inan- 

- Age..." * 


+ Age, the preſent Government ſhall feel theArt andInduſtry.of 

. the compreliended. So that a Toleration is in reaſon of State 

to be prefer'd. And if the;Reaſans of the Declaration were 

ever good, they are {oſtiil, becauſe the Emergenciegpt State 

--thatmade them ſo, remain ; and our Neighbours arenot lels 
werful to improve them to our-detriment. 

But it will be.now (aid, "Though th: Government ſhould. find 
#1 account in what hy been laſt alledged, this were the way to.over- 
.. throw the Church, and encourage Diſſenters to continue in their 
Errors. Which.is that ſecond main Qbjettian I propoſedat 
firſt; to.aaſyer in its proper place, and that I think this is. 

E humbly ſay, if it prove the Intereſt of the threeconſider. 
| pro ane murny Pak in this Kingdom, a Relaxation, atleaſt, 
..can hardly failus. The three Chureh Intereſts ,are, Thataf 
.the Church of England; That of the Roman-Catholick- 
-Difſenter-; and That of the P2roteftant-Dillenter. 

That the Chwth of England og in Conſcience and Prius 

. . Hence to conſent to the Eaſe defired. | 
* :;Tpray firſt,*rhat it be conſidered, how great -a refleQion 
it will. be upon. her Hoqour, -that from a Perſecuted; ſhe 
. Should turn a Perſecating Church : An overthrow none of her 
Enemies havebecnable to give toher many excet/ext Apologies. 
Nor will it be excuſed, by her ſaying, She is 4n the Right, 
which-her -Perſecutors were not; fince this is a confidence 
not wanting in any of them, -or her Diſſesters-; and the 
truth is, it 15 but the begging of a Queſtion, that will by no 

means be granted. j 

No body ought to know more then Church-men, that 
Coaſciencecaanot bz fozced. That Oterings againſt.Cox- 
* ſcience, are as oiiaus to God, as wneafie to them that make 
.them. That. God loves a free Szcrifice. "That Chriſt for- 
444 Fire, though from Heaven (ir ſelf) to puniſh Diſſen- 
fer;; and commanded that the 'Tares ſbould grow with the 
| Wheat 
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Wheat till che Herve, In fine; that weiMWbuld love Entinites © 
themſelves : And to exclude worldly ſtrife for Religion ; _ 
That © his RNingdow- #- not of this World: © This was the 
Doarine of the B/:fſed Szviowy of rhe World. - - 

Saint P44 pertucs the ſame+ courſe. Is glad- Chriſt 1s- 
Preached, be it of .Eavy; - the- worſt -ground-for Diſſent | 
that carr be. Ieawas he that ask'r that hard, bur juſt 
Queſtion, H'ho ax? thou that judgeſt "another mans Servant ? 
Fe his own Lord he ftandcth or - falleth;- He allows the- 
Church a Warfare, and Weapons to. perform it,- -but they 
are-.not Carmel, but Spiritus.- Theretore it.was {o adviſed, 
that every man in matters of Religion, ſhould be fully perſma- 
ded in his own mind, and if any were ſhort or miſtaken, God *- 
would, in his time, I»form them better. ._ * 

He tells' us of S:hi/maticks and: Heyeticks too, and their 
puniſhment, which is to the point'in hand :*Hedirets to a - 
firft and fecon#. Admonition;-and if that prevail net, -rejetF - 
them - That is, refuſe them Church Fellowſhip,” d;ſowntheir 
Relation, and deny them Communion:* Bur in alt this there -- 
is-not a Word of Fines or Impriſonments, nor is it an excuſe ' 
to any Church, that the civi/- Magiftrate executes the feverity, - 
while they are Members of her Communion, that make and ' 
execute the Lawns. 

But if che Church could gain her Point, Fmean Conformity, 
unleſs ſhe eould gain conſent too, *rwere bur Conffaint at 
laſt. - A-Rape 'upon the Mind, - which may encreaſe her 
Number, zot her Devotion. On'the contrary, the reſt of 
her Sons are in danger by their Hypocriſie, The moſt cloſe, 
but watchful and Revengeful thing in the World. Beſides, - 
«the Scandal can hardly be removed : To over-value Cogn; and + 
Rate Braſs to Silver, teggers any Country ; and to eww them: + 
for Sons ſhe'never beat,” debaſes and-deſtroyes any” Chutch. -- 
*T 'were better to-4»dulze forreign Coyn of iut#ivſic hs 

et-- 
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4 let it paſs for its etoht. "Tis not Number, but Quality :*T'wo 
..or three fncere CFriſtians, that form an Eyangelical Church ; 

and rho” rhe Church were leſs, wore Charity on the one hand, 
.and-Piety onthe other, with exact Chyrch-cenſure,. aud leſs 
_ civil Coertion, would give her credit with Conſcience. in all - 
Sets; without, which, their. Acceſſion-it ſelf would be no 
| bepefit, . but. diſgr:-1c, and hazard to ligggEonſtitution. 

' Andto ſpeak prudently in-this AﬀaiWetrs the Intereſt of 
- the Church of Enzland, not to ſuffer the Extin&ion of 

- Pillenters, that ſhe may-have a Counter Balance to the 

Roman Catholicks,- who, though tew in Number, are 
great in Qualizy, and greater in their forreign Friendſhips 
and Afiſtance. On .the_other kand, 4t js her [ntereſt to 
- :Jndulge the Roman-Cathoiick, chat by his Acceſſion, She 
_ may at all-times, have the Ba/ancein her,own hand, againſt 

the P:oteſtant Dilſſenter,- /c-x/2g to. ny as ſhe finds 
. her Dodrine undermined..by the one, or] J0 Diſcipline by 
the other; cr laſtly, ber cw-/>Intere#f endangered from 
. Either. of cheip, ; ; 

\ - Andit 1 certainly the Jntereft of- both thMe Extreams.of 
.Diſſezs, that. She, rather than either of them ſhould hold 
the Scale.” For as the Proteſtant - Diſſenter cannot -hope for 
any Tenderncſs, .excluſive of..Romaez Catholics,” but almoſt 
the ſame Reaſons may be advanced againſt him; fo on the 
other hend, jt would look jmprudent, as well as unjuſt, in 
the Romay Cagholicks, to ſohicite any indulgence excluſive of 

Pruteftant Diſſente: s.  . For-belides. that , this-keeps up 
the Animofity, whicly it .1is their Intereſt to bury: The 
| conſequence will be, to take the advantage of Time, to 
| ſpatch it from one another, when anunited-Regwefs for. Li- 


© Zerty, once grented, will oblige both-Parties, 44n all times, 


- for Exmaple ſake, to have it equally preſerved. Thus are all 
 Church-Intereſts of Conformiſts and Diſſenters, .cendered 
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witl the 
other. ths | | | wot  UBELY T's 
-Bur-it will laft of all, doubtleſs, berobjeRted; That though « 
Tolerxtion were never ſo deſirablein it felf, and in its conſequexce 
beneficial to = | the Gouerninent cannot allow it without 


Ruiz th the Ehurth; rhandavhich it i obliged to 'marwtarn. 

But Tthink-chi ot affe&-tho Queſtion: at all; unleſs 
by maintaingithe of Engtand, it: isynderftood that he 
ſhould force whole Parties: to be: of: HF Communion, or 
knock them onthe Head: Let usralbto mind;that theRelizzo7 
that 1s.true, atows no- man tordo: Wrong,” that*Right may 


- come-of it. -. And that nothing has'leſſen'd the Credit of 


any*Religion- more, :than declming to {ſupport it-felF by its 
ova Charity and Prety, ' and taking Sanftuary 'in*the Arms, 
rather thin the Under ſtandings of men. olences are 111 Pillars 
for. Truth to-reaagpon. + The Churelt of Exp/and- mult* be 
maintain'd :: RY ; but can't:thar be done'withoutthe Dz/- 
ſenter be deſtroyed ? Invain then did Chriſt command Perey 
to put up his Sword, with this-Rebuke; + that #31s with the 
Sword, with the Sword ſhall be killed; if his Followets: are to 
draw it again., - He -makes(kiltmg for» Re&dion,: Murder, 
anddeſerving Death: Was'he'thenrin tlie” right, {:Not-to, 
call Legions-to his afſiftance'?- -And aremot his Folldwers of 
theſe tumes in the-wrong; to {eek to uphold-their Religion 
by any methods'off Force ? The" Church of England muſt be * 
maintain'd, - therefore the Diſſenrers, that almolt. hold the. 
ſame Dgftrine,' rn(F be-ruined.- ;A Conſequence matt ane | 
gatural;:a8.4t 18.almoft 1mpoſkible. © For? belides-thit, the 
 Drudgery wonid unbecome the-civil Magiſtrate, who 1s, the 
[nage:of divine-Juſtice -and Chetnency, and that it: would 
faſtan-cli& CharaQter--of a*>Fai/e-Church, -upen-one that de- 


Bites torbe:bſteemetsa' Tr: one ; {he-puts the Government 
-uponts-Taxk that's hardto be performed.'* Kzngs cam no whore 
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make Brick without Straw, thin Sleeves. :The Condition of 
our Afﬀairs is much chang'd ,. and thM'ircumſtances our 
Government 35 under,. difler mightily from thoſe of our 4-- - 
eeftors.'They had not the ſame aiſſexts to deab with, nor thoſe 
Difſents the like Bodies of People to A them formidable, 


apd their Proſecution. miſchievous \State. Nor did 
this eome of the Prixces negle&: or nce: There are 
other Reaſons to he aſſigned, of whi&F" the opportunities: 
Domeſtick 'TroubW gave to their Increaſe and Power, and 
the Severitics uſcd to ſupprefs them; may. go for none of 
the leaft.. So that it was as iwvoluntary in the Prince, as to 
the Church Anxious. And under this neceffity to tye-the 
Magiſtrate'fo old meaſures; is to be-regardleſs of Time, 
whoſe-/reſþ Circumſtances give Aim to the condutt of wile 
men intheir preſent A&tions.. Governments, as well as: 
Courts, change their Faſhions: The ms wall not al- 
ways ſerve : And Politicks made Obſolere BYDew Accidents, 
ate as u#ſafe to follow, as antiquated Dreſſes were ridiculous 
ro Ware. | | 
Thus Sea-wen know, and teach us in their daily praQtice: 
They humoar the Winds, though they will /ic as near as'they 
can, and tr their- Sails by their Compaſs : And by pati- 
ence under theſe conſtrained agd uneven Courſes, it is they 
g2in their Port at lat. This juſtifies - the Governments 
 changeof Meaſures from the change of Things ; for res no- 
 tunt male Adminiſtrart. "# | 
_ - Ando be free, it looks more then Partial, to'Ble&tiand- 
Reprobatetoo. That the Church of England is prefer'd, and: 
has the Fat of the Earth, the Authority of” the Magiflrate, and 
the Pomer of the Sword in her Sons Hands, which comprehends 
all the Honours, Places, Profits, and Powers of the Kingdom, 
muſt * nor be repined at : | Let her haveit;” and keep it 'all, 
and let none dare ſeek or accept an Office that-is got of her 


But to ruin .Drfſenters to .compleat: her Happineſs, (pardon 

the Alluſion) nin in the worſt. ſence; tba i 

that Horrendem Decretum redue'd. to Prattice: And to purſue 

that ill-natured Principle, Mer are crvilly Danm'd for that 

;they cannot help, fince Faith is not in. Man's power, though 
it ſometimes expoles one. to it. wal Et 

It is a ſevere Dilengnaa, that a man muft cither rendunce. 
that of which he makes Conſcience in the ſight of Gog, or 
be cvilly and Eccleſtaſtically Reprobated, There was a time 
when the Church of England her felt (togd inneed of Indul- 
;gence, and made up-a great-part of the Nor:conformiſts of 
this Kingdom, and what Jhe then waited, ſhe pleaded for, 
T mean a Toleration, and that in a genetal $:le, as divers of 
.the Writings of her DuQtors tell us.: Ot which-, ler it be 
,enough bur to mention'that excellent Diicourfe of Dr. Taylor, 
Bifbop of Down, entituled Liberty.of Pzophecy. 

And that which -makes Severity look the worſe. in the 
'Mcmbers of the Charch of England, is the Modeſty ſhe pro- 
feſſes about the truch of the things the believes : For though 
. perhaps it were indefenciBle in ady,.Chyrch to.compet a 
man te that which ſhe were infallibly affured rq be true, un- 
eſs ſhe ſuperceededhis Ignorance by: Convidion,,rwber thay 
Amwthority, 1t muſt .doubtleſs.look-ruge tg- punifh mew into 
Conformity to that, .of the truth of whieh, the Church her 
ſelf pretends no certainty. Nor that I would leſs believe a 
Church ſo cautious'then.one more:confident ; butI kaow not 

how tohelp thinking Perſecution -havſh, when: #hey xrin Peo- 
* ple for not believing that, which they ble not in themſehvet the 
power .of believing, and which The camo give. thew, and of 
whichher ſelf is aot 1»fellibly aſſured. ' he Drift of this is 
Moderation, which well becomes.us poor Mortals, Thet 
for every idle\WVordime [peak nut git an account at the Day of 
Fuigmens, if our Saviour's _ have any erpglit yr 
<uE: ©: 2 | 


-* Te$ould mughmictigaterbetSoverity, if thadientwery + - 
\ » wie or 411 Comtern)ts Butifimentcan'e lelpor liter aheiry 
Belief! they are-rathet Usbappy chars Gwiley;zand, more £0 be, 
pitieg: than; blamed: -. However, they-are. of the realonable, 
tock'of the Country, - and though. they. were»un worthy, of; 
Faveur, they may not-be untit:to #we: Tis Capital, at aw, - 
eo #:/tr09-Baſtardsj-and:By-blowBare.lay'd-to the. Pariſh 
to keep? (They mzuit maintain them at-laſt*-: And.shall not 
theſe natural Sons, at leaſt, <be laid at the:Door of the Kings 
dom ?- Unhappy. fate of Diſſenrers ! '. to be-leſs hiceded, and 
more, deltituts' ther any Body.:.. If ahis: ſhould , ever .hap; 
peii to betheeffett of their own Follygwidh ſubmillionyit can 
1ever bethe eonſequence:of the Gowernment's Engaowments. * 
.* Election does not neceflarily-imply. a Repobation of the | 
reſt, If God hath ele&ed ſome'*:to*:Salvation; - ir-will not, 
follow, of courſe, thathe hath abſolutly reje&ed all thereit, 
For tho* he was God of the Jews, he was God ofthe.Gentiles 
tho; and they were his People, tho' the Jews were his peculiar + 
People: - God reſpetts nat: Perſons; lays vt. Peter, the ggad. of 
all Nations are accepted.= 'The Difference at laſt will not. be” 
of Dpinion, bur-U802ks : + Sheep or. Goats; - all, of all - 
Fudgments:will 'be found ; and, :Come,: well:dowe;-..or .Go 18 -- 
War kers of Iniquity,, will conclude their Eternal State: Let - 
us o careful therefore.of an Opinion-Renzabation of one - 
another. - | 
Weſee the God of Nature hath taught-us ſofter DoAtrine . 
in his-great Book of the World: .His Suz ſpines, and his Rain - - 
falls upor alt: All theRreduftions of Nagure are: by.Love, - - 
and” $halt it be -proper «to. Religiom enly.,.to-propagate by - 
Force?. The poos Hen:cinſftrudts .us-1n Humanity,.;ho,- to -- 
defend her fechble.,Young,.retfuſes:no- danger. ,z Allche Seeds * 
© and Plants:thatigrow. forghe-uſc-of Man;.areprodur'd by the + 
kind and.warm Jnflucyces-of the. Sun.” *Tis Apdneſsothat = 
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uphplds taamani Race: «- Peoplg 

if it be by gentle and friendly ways, that Nature produces and. 
matures the Creatures ofthe Workd,certainly Relinfon ſhould * 
teach-vs ro be Mid and Beerrrrg) © EG 


' Let: jour Moderation be known” to a!l wen, was the ſaying: 


of a great DoEtor of the Chriſtzan Faith, and his Realon'for» 
thatcommand Cogert; For the Lord ir at hangs As if he had” 
{zd,- Have a- care what you 'do, be” rot 64tfer norwiotert,: 
tor the Juage # at the Door 3 Do as you would be done to, : 
tft: what:you d-»y to others, God should;zefuſe Fs you. 


Andafter all this, ſhalt the Church of Enclandbe lels terider- 


of raens.:Conſciences: than our commozx Law is of their Lives, 
which had father a Thouſand Crminals Mofld efcape, than * 
that Dne Iznocent ſhould periſh ? Giveme leaveto Jay, that 


there aremany oc. ts (Conſcierice excepted) now expbled, 


Men honeſt, peaceable and-ulctul ; free of ill deſignes; that » 
pray for Ceſar, and pay their Fribute'to Ceſar. - 


If any:tell-rts; -T hey have, or may, ill uſe thesr Toteration. 1) 


fay;this muſt be look*r to, and not Liberty theretore refuſed ; 
for the Englifh Church cannotto much torget her own Maxim 
to Diſlenters; That Proprer abuſum non eff Tollendns uſia.. It 


{uffices-to our Argument, "tis no neceſſary Conſequenee; and 


that Fact and /Tyme are'for- us” * And-if any mifuſe ſuch * 
Freedom; and. entitle Conſrience 'to Miſbehavour; 'we have ' 
other Laws enoughto catch and puniſh the Ofendots, with- 


out rreating Dne Party with the Spoils of Sit. And when * 


Religion- becomes rio mansTntereft;-it -will hardly ever,be 
any-mans Hypocriſfie. - Men-will chuſe by Conſcienee, which * 


ar-leaſt preſervesiIn.zgrity, though it weremiltaker: And - 


if not in the wrong,, Ir»th-recompenees Ihquiry, and Lighe - 
makes amends.for Diſſent?'<-* 


And>faacea plain Method offers it -ſelf, from-the Circum- 
| s | ſtances, * 


. - 


— 


dowt' mmlbiphy3n ſpight : And) | 
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Ftances of our caſe, I take the freedom to preſent 1t for the 
Model of the entreated Toleration. | | 
- Much has been deſired, {aid and preſt in reference to the 
late King's being Head of a Proteſtant League, which takes 
in but aipart of the Chriſtian World ; the Roman and Grecian 
Chriſtians being excluded. . But I moſt humbly gtter, that 
our wile men would pleaſe to think of another Title tor our 
KAzpz, and that is Dead of a Chuſtian League, and give 
the Experimenthere at Home in his own Dominions. 
The Chuftian Religion is admitted of All in the Tert, 
.and by All acknowledged,in the Fpoſties Creed. Hereevery 
Party of Chriſtiazs.mcet, and center as in a General. The 
Jeveral Species of Chriftians, that this Genws divideth it (elf 
into, 'are thoſe divers Perſwafions we have within this 
Kingdam ; the Church of England, Rvman-Catholicks, 
.Gxecians, Lutherans, Pzeſbytextans Jndependents, 
Anabaptiſts, Quakers Socinians: - Theſe I call ſo many 
Orders of Chriftiens, that waite in the Fext, and differ onlv in 
the;Comment ; All owning ane Deity,Sawviour and Fullge, good 
Works, Rewards and Puniſhments : which Bodres once regu- 
lated, and holding of the Prince, as Head of the Governmeat, 
maixtatning Charity, and preſſing Piety, © will be an Honour 
to.Chriſtianity, a Strength to the Prince, and a Benefit to 
.the Publick : For in licu of an «zatta5:hle (at belt an aw 
fincere) Uniformity, we ſhall have in Civils, Unity and 
Anuty in Fa/th. : | ; | 
The Jews before, and in rhe time, of Herod, . were di- 
vided into divers. Sz&ts. There were Phariſees, Sadduces, 
Herog/ans and Eſſen:s, They maintained © their Diſſent 
without R#/ze to the Government, And tle Magiſtrates 
fell under no cexſ»refrom-Chriſt for that Toleration, 
Fhe: Gentiles;. as already has been. obferv'd, had their 
aivers orders of Philoſophers, as diſagreeing as ever 
| | Chriſtian, 


ds i als 

Chriſtians: were, and: thir without danger to the Peace of 
the Stare. 

The Turks themſelves ſhow us,: that bo!r e:her Religions, 
ad drvers Settsof their own, are-very Toterable, with fcou- 
rity to their- Government. | 

The Keiman Church is'a confiderable inſtance to ous 
point ; for the is made up of divers Orders of borch Sexes, 6t 
very differing Principle ,. tormented '{oumetimes, to great Feuas 
and Controverſies; as between Ftanctſcans , Doinim- 
cans, Jefuits and Sotbomiſts; yet without danger to 
the i)ohtical ftate- of the Church.- On the contrary, . ſhe 
therefore caſt her ſelf in:othat Method, that ſhe might /afe- 
h give vent to Novelts and Z2al, and ſuffer both without danger * 
of 34 m: And theſe Regslars,-are by the Popes Graumts, 
priviledg'd with an £ xemprion from Epilcopal Vittationand 
Juriſdiction. - | 

Changing then the Terms, from Church to State, the 
whole contrivance looks very Wiſe and Imitable,. For asby 
this, Schiſme in their Church, fo Fei#/o2 in our State may be 
prevented.- And theſe- civil Regulars depending on the eivil 
Porer, as thoſe Religious ones do 11pon rhe: Popes, will Na- 
turally, - like them, - become the Perpetual FYorarys' of its 
'greatneſs, And ths all Parties hanging, like K2y',:-by dne- 
Ring; at the civil \Aagiftra-:sGirdle; tho* cach has its feveral 
Lock, he thas keeps <.:m can open and thut every Door, 
as the Perſons delervean !!':2 publick Safety requires. - 

To makethis more eafic in Grant and Practice, Ihumbly 
* propole; Firft, chai every Party ao prelent a voluntary Af- 
ſurance of their Fidelity rv the Government, in Ferms the 
moſt fall and piain hz; may be : In which, asthe King will 
havean Atcount of: heir 1Vimber, {0 of their Nuty to the Ga- 
vernment, «ang Abhorrexce of all Faction and Rebellion,: 

Secondly, Thai hey ſhould! give in a Lifof their Mectings, 

| as 
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4 © to: Plact,* Time, and the: Perſons | properly: belonging; to c 
.. them. 4 | abbr 
+ Thirdly; that once in every Year; the names of Profelyres 
.:: be delivered. into:the Clark of thesPeace. for every County, 
and thatall of that Party,., as well as-thoſe-new Adherents, | 
;: Yo rexew their. Obligation ,of; Obedience,, by Anqual. Sub- 
- :*Faurthly, Becauſe it-is not-impoſſible that ſome orother 
. gmay-miſ-behave . themſelves, andabule: this , Liberty, .-or 
» -be abuſed iathe uſe of it. ; That in every County:threg.Per- 
. lens.of moſt-. Eminency be-Tearly Named tothe!Magiſtrates 
- by each Diſſentizg-. Intereſt, x0; itand a kindof* Repreſenta- 
. tiyes, -both-to inform them what they can; uponinquiry, of 
Perſons or Things among -the Reople of that Party,/SWhich 
, May ,in- the keaft be-thought to affe&the Government, and 
., to have redreſs of injuries done to Perſons in the ſober uſe of 
. their:allowed Liberty. a+ 1M 
- Theſe arethe Methods that have had moſt weight withme, T 
' and-the-beft +I know to create a-Reciprocal Confidence and 
 - Intereſt between the Prince and-his:Dsſſenting People :::To be 
Jufre, «this: Courſe. hath ſucceeded. well elſewhere, «yen in 
 Moparchical States. . And therefore in it {elf got inconſiſtent 
- with Monarchy. | Ro 
- And Lsftly, Becanſe this *Freedom- will be beſt kept-and 
_ improvid-to the publick Benefit, by maintaining a good Un- 
_. derſtanding between the divers Orders-of Chriſtians within 
_ themſelves. - *Twere farther requiſit,” That, frf, NoudVeck- 
TVames were-continued, . and all 'Ferms of Reproachy 0n-all - * 
. hands, puniſhable. + S«copdh,' That ControverſiatPoints were 
*arefully avoided, and Yice :declin'd, and *-Holineſ5--preſt, 
_ + Without which+(St.-Paul tells us) 90-man ſhall foe the:-Lora. 
Goa Almighty -inſpire the -K I N-G*s Heart, and thoſe of hw Great 
ry . aunch, -r0-be-the Inſeruments.of this-Bleſſing to the-Kingaom. pp 
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_ ſhall contlutle this Perſwaſtv? with the Judgment of 


fome Piomes Fathers and Rexowned Prices. | 


| Uadzatus and Arifides, wrote two Apologies to 
| Aarian, for the Chriſtian Faith, and againit the Fer- 
{ſecution of it. 

Juſtin Martyr, an excellent Philoſopher and Chriſtian, 
writ two learned D:ſſwaſives againſt Perſecution, whick' he 
dedicated (as I take it) ro Antorinus Pius, and Marcus Auneltie 
Antonins, {7 a. 

MWelito, Biſhop of Sardis, a gocd and learned nan 
{ſmart Defence for the Chriſtian Religion, and a Tolerationy: 
dedicated to Verws. 

Tertullian, in his moſt ſharp and excellent Apology for 
the Chriſtians, faſtens Per/ecption upon the Gentiles, as an 1n- 
ſeperable Mark of Superſtition and Error ; as he makes the 
Coriftian Patience a Sign of Truth. in his Diſcourſe ro Scapnla, 
he fayes, "Tis not the property of Religion to Perſecute for Rehi- 
gion ; ſhe ſhould be received for her ſelf, not Force. x4 

Dilliary, an early and learned Father, againſt Auxentie, 

faith, The Chriſtian Church does npt perſecute, but is perſecuted. 

' Atticus Biſhop of Lonſtantinopie, would by no means 
have the Miniſter of Nice to reſpe£t any Opinion or Set 
whatſoever, in the Diſtribucion of the Money ſent by him 
for the Relief of hriſtians ; and by no means tor prejudice 
thoſe that praftiſe a contrary DoEtrine and, Faith to theirs : 
That he ſhould be ſure to relieve thoſe that hunger & thirſt, 
and have not wherewith to help themſclves, and make-that 
the rule of his conſideration. In ſhort, he made the Herezichs 
to have his Wiſdom in Admiration, in that he would by ao 
means trouble or moleſt them. | 
P2zoclus (another Biſhop of Conſtantinople) was of 
this Opinion, Thar it was far eaſier by fair means to allure unto 
the Church, than by force to 2a: : He determined. to vex. no- 


Se 
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Seft whatever, but reſtored to the Church the renownell 
Virtue of 3ſeekreſs required in Chriſtian Miniſters. 
If we wilt next hear the Piftouans own Judgment, 
upon a To'eration, 1 a» of opinion (ſays he) that he 5s 
Per{ecutor, that in any kind of way molefteth ſuch men 4s lead a 
quiet and peaceabl: Life. Thus Syxrates in his:third Book : 
In his ſeventh, he tells us, T ht rhe Biſbop of Sinada, indeed, 
did: baniſh the Hereticks, bY neither did he this (lays he) - 
aceordong to the Rule of the Catholick Church, which is wot 
ared fo perſecure, (|. 7.) | 
ns, tel the angry men of his time, this, T 
© - yOu wid, with Blood, Evil and Torments-d:fend your Worſhip, 

#t ſhall not thereby be defended, but po!!nted. 

Chryſsſtom ſaith cxpreſly, Thar it  » 1: ho manner of the 
Children of God, to perſecute abat their 1? :1'g10%, but an evi- 
dent Token of Antichri;. | 

Thus the Fathers and D:Fors of the fiſt Ages. That 
Emperors and Prixces have this believed, lerus hear ſome of 
greatcſt note, and molt preliing to us. 

Jerom, a good and {earned Father, ſaith, -7hat Hereſie 
mmu#t be cut off with the Sword of the Spirit. 

- Conſtantinus, the Father of Coitantive the great, laid 
this down for a Priticiple, That thoſe that were Diſlojal ro God, 
wo 1d never be truſty to their Prince. And which is more, he 
liv d thus, and'ſo dy*d, as his great Speech to his great Son, 
on' his Death-bed, amply evidences. 

Conſtantin? the Great, in his Speech to the Roman . 
Senate, tells them, There is this difference between Humane aud 
Divine Homage and Service, that the one is compelld, and the 
other ought to be free. | 

Enſebius Pamphilt, in the, Life of Conftantine, te'ls 
us, that #n His Prayer to God, he ſaid, Lt thy People, I be- 

ſeech thee, arfire and maintain Peace, living free from Seditiown . 
'' 18 theco:mm08 yood and benefit of all theWorld ; end thoſe that are 

led 
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